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“Food is meant for the stomach and the 
stomach for food” – and God will destroy both 
one and the other. The body is not meant for 
sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord 
for the body. And God raised the Lord and will 
also raise us up by his power. Do you not know 
that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall I 
then take the members of Christ and make them 
members of a prostitute? 1 Cor. 6:13-15

VATICAN: Pope Francis and 
Pope emeritus Benedict XVI 
have received their first dose 

of the COVID-19 vaccine, the Vati-
can confirmed on Thursday, Jan 14.

Responding to questions from reporters on 
Jan. 14, Matteo Bruni, director of the Holy See 
Press Office, said: “I can confirm that as part of 
the Vatican City State vaccination programme 
to date, the first dose of the COVID-19 vac-
cine has been administered to Pope Francis 
and the pope emeritus.”

The two men are expected to receive the 
second dose in about three weeks.

Benedict XVI’s personal secretary said that 
the 93-year-old pope emeritus would receive 
the coronavirus vaccine as soon as it was 
ready.

Archbishop Georg Gänswein said on Jan 12 
that Benedict XVI would be vaccinated “as 
soon as the vaccine is available.”

“I will also be vaccinated along with the 
whole household of the Mater Ecclesiae Mon-
astery,” said Gänswein, referring to the Vati-
can monastery where Benedict XVI has lived 
since resigning as pope in 2013.

The Vatican began administering vaccina-
tions against COVID-19 on Jan 13. 

Vatican residents and employees and their 

families are receiving their doses of the Pfizer-
BioNtech vaccine in the atrium of the Paul VI 
Audience Hall. 

Vatican City State, the world’s smallest in-
dependent nation-state, has a population of 
around 800 people. But together with the Holy 
See, the sovereign entity that predates it, it em-
ploys more than 4,000 people.

Since the beginning of the coronavirus out-
break, a total of 27 people have tested positive 
for COVID-19 in Vatican City State. Among 
them were at least eleven members of the 
Swiss Guard. 

Dr Andrea Arcangeli, head of the Vatican 
health service, said on Jan 2 that the Vatican 
had purchased a low-temperature refrigerator 
to store the vaccine.

“Priority will be given to health and public 
safety personnel, to the elderly and to person-
nel most frequently in contact with the pub-
lic,” he said.

In a television interview broadcast on Sun-
day, Pope Francis said that he had booked an 
appointment to be vaccinated against the coro-
navirus.

“I believe that, ethically, everyone has to get 
the vaccine. It is an ethical option because it 
concerns your life but also that of others,” he 
commented.

Recalling the introduction of the polio vac-
cine and other common childhood immunisa-

tions, he said: “I don’t understand why some 
say this could be a dangerous vaccine. If doc-
tors present it to you as something that can be 
fine and has no special dangers, why not take 
it?”

The 84-year-old Pope Francis is generally 
healthy, though he suffers from sciatica and 
had eye surgery for cataracts in 2019. When he 
was young, he had a portion of a lung removed 
because of an infection.

At his traditional Christmas Urbi et Orbi 

blessing, the Pope called for COVID-19 vac-
cines to be made available to the world’s need-
iest people.

He said: “I ask everyone — government 
leaders, businesses, international organisations 
— to foster cooperation and not competition, 
and to seek a solution for everyone: vaccines 
for all, especially for the most vulnerable and 
needy of all regions of the planet. Before all 
others: the most vulnerable and needy!” — 
CNA

Pope Francis greets Pope emeritus Benedict XVI at the Vatican’s Mater Ecclesiae Monastery on 
Nov 28, 2020. (CNA photo/Vatican Media)
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VATICAN: The health situation caused by COV-
ID-19 continues to force changes on daily life, 
which are also reflected in the Church’s sphere.

Ahead of the beginning of Lent, on Wednes-
day, 17 February, the Congregation for Divine 
Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments 
has published a note detailing how Catholic 
priests are to distribute ashes.

Instructions
After blessing the ashes and sprinkling them 
with holy water in silence, the priest addresses 

those present, reciting once the formula found in 
the Roman Missal: “Repent, and believe in the 
Gospel” or “Remember that you are dust, and to 
dust you shall return”.

At that point, the note continues, the priest 
“cleanses his hands, puts on a face mask, and 
distributes ashes to those who come to him or, 
if appropriate, he goes to those who are standing 
in their places.”

He then sprinkles the ashes on each person’s 
head “without saying anything.” — By Vatican 
News

Vatican modifies distribution 
of ashes for Ash Wednesday

Deacon Rocky Loo sprinkling ashes on parishioners at Minor Basilica of St Anne, Bukit 
Mertajam, Feb 27, 2020. (Minor Basilica of St Anne, BM facebook/Lawrence Tang)

Pope Francis and Benedict 
XVI receive first dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine



Recent events at home and abroad have 
highlighted the worrying situation, 
not only with the pandemic.

We have seen how certain politicians and 
groups spread fake news, scapegoat targeted 
groups, manipulate race and religion, and 
peddle unsubstantiated conspiracy theories. 
All these can easily mobilise disenchanted 
groups to rally behind their cause. 

This was how Hitler rose to power in the 
1920s and 1930s, riding on mass disaffec-
tion about Germany’s humiliating surrender 
terms after World War One and the ‘threat’ 
of the Soviet Union on its doorstep, where 
it was easy to target selected groups (The 
Other) as a threat to the nation. The conse-
quences were disastrous. 

We have also witnessed how politicians 
will use any means at their disposal to cling 
to power. Global media reports have pointed 
out how some countries are using the pan-
demic to clamp down on critics, basic rights 
and democratic checks and balances. Other 
countries, however, have admirably held 
firm to democratic governance. 

In this era of social media and “post-truth”, 
sometimes it is so hard to discern what is fact 
and what is myth or falsehood in all the mes-
sages we receive. And therein lies the danger. 
If we don’t know what is the truth, how do 
we establish justice and strengthen democ-

racy?
What is post-truth? It is the notion that the 

objective facts of certain situations are less 
influential in shaping public opinion than ap-
peals to emotion and personal belief.

Given the history of the last century, we 
have to be careful to guard against the rise of 
fascism and tyranny. We have to watch care-
fully the language we use as well.

Yale history professor Timothy Snyder, the 
author of the book On Tyranny, who has ana-
lysed the rise of fascist regimes and leaders, 
puts the lessons of history this way.

“Actually, what post-truth does is paves 
the way for regime change. If we don’t have 
access to facts, we can’t trust each other. 
Without trust, there is no law. Without law, 
there is no democracy. 

“So, if you want to rip the heart out of a 
democracy directly, if you want to go right 
at it and kill it, what you do is you go after 
facts. That’s what modern authoritarians do,” 

he said during a talk show last year. 
“Step one, you lie yourself, all the time. 

Step two, you say it is your opponents and 
journalists who lie. Step three, everyone 
looks around and says, ‘What is truth? There 
is no truth.’ And then resistance is impossi-
ble, and the game is over.” 

This is why truth is so important in up-
holding justice and keeping fascism at bay. 

It is no coincidence that the only time 
when Jesus came face-to-face with a politi-
cal leader, the conversation centred around 
truth.

Listen to Jesus’ conversation with Pilate, 
the face of the Roman Emperor Tiberius in 
Roman-occupied Judaea (John 18:36-38): 

Jesus said, “It is you who say that I am 
a king. I was born for this, I came into the 
world for this, to bear witness to the truth; 
and all who are on the side of truth listen to 
my voice.”

When confronted with the truth by the 

incarnation of the Truth, what was Pilate’s 
response?

“Truth?” said Pilate. “What is that?”
See? This refusal to accept or see the truth 

– even if it is staring at you in the face – is 
the very foundation of how a tyranny rises to 
power and maintains its grip. 

Pilate simply could not accept the reality, 
the truth, that his kingdom was founded on 
military tyranny, oppression and injustice. 
Instead, he looked Truth in the face and ques-
tioned its very existence. 

But in the long run, the Truth prevailed and 
the Roman Empire was consigned to the ash 
heap of history.

Our world has just got a bit darker at home 
and abroad. In these troubled times, it takes a 
lot of wisdom to recognise the truth. But God 
tells us that we only have to ask for wisdom – 
and it will be given, there’s no doubt about it. 

“Any of you who lacks wisdom must ask 
God, who gives to all generously and with-
out scolding; it will be given” (James 1:5).

So, if there’s one thing we should ask for 
in prayer in the face of tyranny, fascist ten-
dencies and darkness, it is for the wisdom 
to discern the truth in all its majesty. For the 
truth, just like a lamp, cannot be covered. 

Ultimately, tyranny in its many forms is 
no match for the Truth – and the truth will 
prevail.

Truth vs tyranny
Sunday Observer

By 

Anil Netto
anilnetto@herald.com.my

A number of years ago, I came upon 
three very disappointed young ladies in 

our Life Teen Programme. They were just 
freshmen and had been looking forward to 
the Homecoming Dance, their first big high 
school dance. Well, the dance was not what 
they expected. They were crowded into a 
room that was hot and sweaty. And they 
were shocked at the way that some of the 
other girls were dancing. Let us just say that 
the dancing was suggestive to the point of 
being immoral. I was going to talk to them 
about their upset, when I heard one of the 
girls say, “I don’t dance like that. My body 
is a Temple of God. I don’t treat my body 
like that.” I kept moving on. The young 
lady, now in her 20s, had a firm hold of 
what it means to be a follower of Christ. 
She also understood today’s second reading 
from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians.

Corinth was the ancient equivalent of Sin 
City. Most of the people of the pagan world 
engaged in blatant immorality, but some of 
the worst were those in Corinth. They even 
had their own saying to justify their be-
haviour. No, it was not, “What happens in 
Corinth stays in Corinth.” It was, “Food is 
for the stomach and the stomach for food.” 
It was like saying, “You have no choice: 
you gotta eat, and you have no choice: 
you’ve got to behave immorally.” Paul tells 
them and us that we are so much better than 
that. Our bodies belong to the Lord. We are 
members of the Body of Christ. We are far 
more than animals with nothing but animal 
instincts. We share in the Body of Christ. 
He goes on to use a very important phrase: 
our bodies are Temples of the Holy Spirit.  
If we are immoral, we are sinning against 
our own bodies, sinning against our union 
with Christ.

That is a beautiful concept: we are Tem-
ples of the Holy Spirit.

That is why we avoid immorality, par-
ticularly sexual immorality.  It is not a mat-
ter of some sort of Catholic no no, rules that 
a person might not understand but does his 
or her best to follow. This whole area of 

morality is far more important than that.  It 
goes to the heart of whom we are. We are 
Christ and He is ours. So, we do our best 
to fight off our temptations because we are 
united to Christ. He flows through us.  We 
are not animals. We are so much better than 
that.

Let us take a mental tour of Rome, spe-
cifically the most beautiful chapel in the 
world, the Sistine Chapel. The chapel is 
beautiful not because on its architecture, it 
is rather plain that way.  It is beautiful be-
cause of the artwork inside it. Here in this 
relatively small building attached to St. 
Peter’s Basilica in the Vatican complex in 
Rome, we come upon frescos by Michel-
angelo, Botticelli, Ghirlandaio, Perrugino, 
and others. Every year, hundreds of thou-
sands of visitors gaze up at the ceiling at 
Michelangelo’s depiction of creation and 
the first sections of the Bible. The cardi-
nals who meet in conclave to pick a new 
pope also do so under these magnificent 
frescos. The paintings are often shocking 
to people who depict Catholics as sexually 
inhibited prudes. The frescos are, as you 
know, nudes. They emphasise the beauty of 
the human body with God himself as the 
source of this beauty. In the frescos, the 
creation of man begins with God touch-

ing Adam’s hand and concludes with the 
creation of Eve. Adam needed Eve and Eve 
needed Adam to overcome the loneliness 
of the human condition. They needed to 
give themselves totally to each other. And 
here is the message behind these frescos: 
the only way that we can find ourselves is 
by giving ourselves away. We are made in 
the image of God. God is a Trinity of Love, 
Father, Son and Spirit, forming a com-
munity of self-giving love for all eternity. 
We are created in the image of this love, 
in the image of God. When Adam and Eve 
gave themselves to each other, they felt no 
shame. They could be naked. Shame came 
when they began to use each other. 

St John Paul II spoke about this in the 
lectures that make up the Theology of the 
Body. He said that human happiness de-
pends on self-giving, not self-assertion.  
That is the difference between love and lust. 
Love makes a gift of oneself to another for 
his or her good. Lust is taking from another 
for personal pleasure. For us Catholics, 
sexual morality is more than self-control. It 
is self-mastery. For us sexual morality is the 
mastery of the desire that allows us to give 

ourselves to another in a way that affirms 
the other. Married love is the human reality 
that best images the commitment, the inten-
sity and the passion of Christ’s love for the 
Church, for which He laid down His Life.

Now back to Corinth and to ourselves. 
Using others to fulfil selfish wants is no 
different than the sexuality of animals. It is 
imposed, instinctive and merely physical.  
We are far more noble than that. We have 
been created for love, love freely given and 
freely received, love which is based on a 
commitment for life. In this light, St John 
Paul II speaks about chastity not as a matter 
of what we cannot do, but as a virtue that 
frees us to love another person as a person, 
not an object. That is why we speak about 
the chaste love of husbands and wives for 
each other. The married give their deepest 
selves totally to each other, entrusting their 
emotional centre to each other. You here 
who are married are free to love each other 
as Christ loves us.

Let’s reflect again on Paul’s message to 
the Corinthians, and us. “Do you not know 
that your body is a Temple of the Holy Spir-
it within you, whom you have from God, 
and that you are not your own? For you 
have been purchased at a price, the Body of 
Christ on the cross. Therefore, glorify God 
in your body.”

This is not the way of the world. But we 
are called to holiness, to be separated from 
the world. Sexual morality itself is one of 
the many ways that we express this holi-
ness. It takes a lot of determination and 
courage to be a Catholic. It takes determi-
nation and courage to love. — By Msgr      
Joseph A Pellegrino

2nd Sunday of Ordinary Time
Readings: 1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19;
1 Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20;

Gospel: John 1:35-42

Reflecting on our Sunday Readings

Second Sunday of Ordinary Time: Temples of God
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The Raphael tapestries hanging in the Sistine Chapel, Rome.
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Chancery Notice
Archdiocese of KuAlA lumpur

Chan/MC/01/2021

MJD News Update #23

Movement Control Order Implementation in Penang Diocese

diocese of 
mAlAccA Johore

diocese of penAng
PKK/BDN/2021/01/077

Greetings and Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you, dear People of God. Just last week 
we celebrated the Baptism of the Lord. We are 
reminded of our sonship and daughter-ship in 
the Father, who calls and sends us, empowered 
to live our Mission as the good news in the 
world. Our call is to point out the God-in-all-
things and the God-who-is-with-us. 

1.0 A Thought For The Week:  
A curious reporter asked the leader of a re-
ligious community, “What do you and your 
sisters in the community say to God when you 
gather together for prayer?” The sister replied, 
“We say nothing. We just listen.” 

“Oh!” The reporter sighed. “What does God 
say to you then?” And the sister, with a twin-
kle in her eyes, replied, “Nothing. God just 
listens.” 

Something to think aloud: Praying is not 
about talking. It is not about God doing the 
talking. Then, is it about being present to the 
Other? Being in the company of the Other? 
Francis of Assisi and even St Clare went into 
ecstasy in prayer moments. It is about listening 
to the heartbeat of God, of life and creation. 
‘Be still and know that I am God’, the psalmist 
said.

Franz Kafka commented: “You do not need 
to leave your room. Remain sitting at your 
table and listen. Do not even listen, simply 
wait, be quiet, still and solitary. The world will 

freely offer itself to you to be unmasked, it has 
no choice, it will roll in ecstasy at your feet.”

2.0 Announcements For This Week:
2.1 The MCO and the nationwide state of 
emergency till August 1, 2021 has been en-
forced. Widely, it has been said that it is to 
contain the pandemic. Others say it is to avoid 
another vote of no confidence, avoid the dis-
solving of the Parliament and PRU15. BUT 
THE PEOPLE SUFFER.

a) There will be No Masses in the Church-
es of Malacca Johore till Jan 26, 2021. On-
line Masses will continue as usual. 
b) The planned Clergy Monthly Recol-
lection and the Diaconate Ordination of 
Bro William Pillai is postponed. Clergy 
And Diocesan Ministries’ meetings, for-
mations and gatherings will be conducted 
via Zoom or other online facilities. Please 
be reminded that diocesan and parish of-
fices, work, plans and pastoral care con-
tinues. It is not a holiday. 
c) The SOPs provided by the MKN, or lo-
cal authorities and the Bishop’s Office are 
the standards to be followed. The Caritas 
Malacca Johore Diocese and the parishes 
are encouraged to mobilise and care for 
the affected. All are welcome to reach 
out to their neighbours. Begin with your 
neighbour. Ask if they need help with their 
marketing or grocery shopping. TRY TO 

BE A LITTLE KINDER.
d) Implement the MCO SOPs strictly. 
Remember the three Ws: Wear, Wash and 
Warn. Keep safe. Be safe.

2.2 A set of two books entitled More Nuggets 
and Easter Glimpses, written by me (Bishop 
Bernard Paul) are on sale in the diocese. It is 
a 2-in-1 set, priced at RM20.00. The proceeds 
from the sale of the books will be donated to 
the Building Projects of St Theresa Masai and 
the Holy Family Ulu Tiram. Contact MAJODI 
Publications, 07-387 1121 or bookshop@mj-
diocese.my for orders. We can arrange the de-
livery to you. Group orders are welcome too.
2.3 You can expect next, very soon, a joint 
communication from the Archbishops and 
Bishops of Malaysia on the Church’s stand 
on Vaccines, Vaccination and Ethics. Watch 
out for it. There are many opinions. But what 
is right? What is the right response? How is the 
vaccination to be done? Is there any person or 
group that is profiting from the exercise? FAQs 
On COVID-19 vaccines are being prepared.

3.0 This Week’s Questions & Queries
What does this New Year hold for us? Many 
say it is the end times? Is it?

a) Everyone is wondering about the times 
before us and what to expect. Dear friends, 
we are entering new times with new nor-
mals, new needs and new cries. It is re-

ferred to as the VUCA world (volatile, 
uncertain, complex, ambiguous). Yet it is 
an extraordinary moment of civilisation 
that is overtaking us - a time of enormous 
expectancy and possibility. Some have 
commented that it is time to start with the 
existing real ‘new world’, not the old ‘no 
more unreal world’.
b) The COVID-19 pandemic had sparked 
a loving concern for the poor, a loving ap-
preciation for the needs of the world, and 
a loving appreciation of opportunities for 
accelerated development. The new times 
expect us to find new ways to make things 
happen.
c) But above all, can we see it as a time of 
new beginnings? The future before us in-
vites us to create, trust, forgive, share and 
care, and to rely on the God of heaven and 
the earth. Remembering George Washing-
ton Carver: “What we are is God’s gift to 
us, what we become or what we make is 
our gift to God”. 

Thank you for reading. Let us continue to build 
God’s Kingdom together. Have a great week-
end. God bless you. Keep safe.

Bishop Bernard Paul
January 15, 2021

Click here to watch the video

The Honourable Prime Minister, Tan Sri 
Muhyiddin Yassin, had announced that more 
stringent measures will be taken for public 
health safety due to the escalation of COV-
ID-19 positive cases and in view of the fact 
that “our healthcare system is at breaking 
point.”

Having consulted the Archdiocesan Crisis 
Task Force and seeking to comply with the 
restrictions under the Movement Control Or-
der (MCO) and Conditional Movement Con-
trol Order (CMCO), His Grace, Archbishop 
Julian Leow has made the following decree 
for the parish territories falling within the 
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur.

1.0. Territories falling within MCO 
(Kuala Lumpur and Selangor)

1.1. Public Masses remain suspended from 
the 14th of January until further notice.

1.2. All other sacraments and services in-
cluding Baptisms (except in the case of emer-

gency), Confirmations, Holy Communion 
(drive through or home), weddings (Masses, 
services, ratification) shall be suspended with 
effect from Jan 14 until further notice.

1.3. In cases of emergency, the Sacrament 
of Anointing of the Sick, confessions and vi-
aticum may be given.

1.4. Funerals ─ a short service may be held 
in the home or the funeral parlour in compli-
ance with the MKN SOP. There shall be no 
funeral Masses in church.

1.5 Funeral Parlours located in church-
es may be opened but there should be no 
wake prayers (except the funeral service by 
the priest under 1.4.). Guests may visit and 
perform short private prayers and thereafter 
depart immediately. There shall not be more 
than 5 persons within the funeral parlour at 
any single time.

1.6. Parish Offices ─ to remain closed dur-
ing the MCO. Office employees are to work 
from home.

2.0 Territories falling within CMCO 
(Negeri Sembilan, Pahang and Tereng-
ganu)

2.1. Public Masses may resume in NON-
RED ZONES from Jan 14 with attendance 
of not more than one third of the total ca-
pacity of the church in compliance with the 
SOPs of the relevant authorities.

2.2. Weddings are to be postponed until 
further notice.

2.3. Funerals may be conducted in the 
church with attendance of not more than 
one third of the total capacity of the church. 
Funeral parlours located within the church 
may be opened in accordance with SOPs.

2.4. The Sacrament of Confirmation 
may be administered by the Parish Priest 
following Appendix F of the Archdiocesan 
Guidelines for Celebrating Sacraments. 
His Grace, Archbishop Julian Leow here-
by delegates the faculty to administer the 
Sacrament of Confirmation to all Parish 

Priests and Parish Administrators within 
the territories located under the CMCO. 
Confirmation is to be postponed if the par-
ish falls within a red zone.

2.5. Parish Offices ─ to remain closed 
during the MCO. Office employees are to 
work from home.

His Grace would like to ask all the faith-
ful to seek the intercession of our Blessed 
Mother and St Joseph, Patron of the Uni-
versal Church, as we continue to face this 
pandemic with resilience and steadfast 
faith, hope and charity. Let us continue to 
pray for all victims of this pandemic and 
for the safety of all healthcare workers.

Fr Michael Chua
Chancellor
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur

January 14, 2020

Update on protocols during MCO and CMCO 

Dear Clergy, Religious, Heads of Ministries and 
the Lay Faithful,

Re: 2021 Movement Control Order Implemen-
tation in the Diocese of Penang
Greetings of Peace and Hope on this 1st Week in 
Ordinary Time in the Year of the Lord 2021!

I thank you for your perseverance, patience and 
unceasing commitment in remaining steadfast 
in prayer and mission as we journeyed together 
throughout the trying times in Year of the Lord 
2020. As we embark on another new adventure and 
new beginning in the Year of the Lord 2021, we 
are once again challenged with yet another unprec-
edented situation due to this COVID-19 pandemic. 
Nevertheless, we praise and thank God for the re-
silience and resistance we have built and gathered, 
through our endurance in coping and managing 

with the different realities on the ground, sustained 
by His grace.

Pursuant to the recent declaration made by the 
Malaysian Government Jan 11, 2021, below are 
the stages of restriction implemented involving the 
different states in the Diocese of Penang:-

As the stages of restriction and standard 
operating procedures vary for each state 
(district) in the diocese, I continue to urge 
all parishes, communities and ministries 
in the Diocese of Penang to consult the 
local authorities, as previously advised, 
in following the necessary guidelines im-
posed respectively.

Please be reminded that I, as Bishop of 
the Diocese of Penang, continue to dis-
pense the faithful from the obligation of 
attending Mass on Sundays and holy days 
of obligation.

I assure you with the very words of 
Jesus as we do our part in combating 
this battle together while continuing our 
daily mission through creative, inclusive 
and bridge-building ways with TOTAL 

TRUST and FAITH.
Peace I leave with you; My peace 
I give to you. I do not give to you 

as the world gives. Do not let your 
hearts be troubled; do not be afraid.                     

– John 14:27
Let us continue to intercede to our 

Blessed Mother and invoke St Joseph, 
to whom this year has been dedicated, to 
pray with us and for us.

“Be Disciples of Hope”
Sincerely in Christ,

Rt Rev Sebastian Francis
Bishop of Penang

January 12, 2021

1st Stage: Movement Control Order (MCO) / 
Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan (PKP)

PENANG
2nd Stage: Conditional Movement Control 

Order (CMCO) / Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan 
Bersyarat (PKPB)

PERAK, KEDAH, KELANTAN
3rd Stage: Recovery Movement Control Order 
(RMCO) / Perintah Kawalan Pergerakan Pe-

mulihan (PKPP)
PERLIS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uEc5mrPmXHE
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Sunday of  the Word of  God to replace 
Bible Sunday from 2021 onwards
The Second Vatican Council and the 

promulgation of Dei Verbum, the Dog-
matic Constitution on Divine Revela-

tion in 1965 gave great impulse to the redis-
covery of the Word of God. Given this impetus 
as well as a growing awareness of Scripture as 
a source of spiritual renewal, the Bible has in 
recent decades been steadily gaining the atten-
tion of Catholics.

Catholics in our region of Malaysia, Singa-
pore and Brunei have in the last 20 years or 
so been celebrating Bible Sunday annually in 
July – an event that the Bishops’ Conference of 
our region has entrusted to the Regional Bib-
lical Commission to promote. For more than 
20 years, an annual document or message has 
been produced, a diploma Bible course been 
devised and taught locally, and many initia-
tives at the diocesan and parish level have been 
promoted in order that Catholics will learn to 
love and live the Bible in their daily lives. 

Nevertheless, it must be admitted that de-
spite all our efforts, “the overwhelming ma-
jority of Catholics are not familiar with sacred 
Scripture. For many, the only time they hear 
the Word of God is when they attend Mass” 
(Aperuit Illis, §5). Thus, while we would not 
want to downplay the progress made so far, 
we need to continue the mission of inviting 
all Catholics into a renewed relationship with 
the Word of God, not just as a mere book but 
rather as God’s Word that is active and alive in 
our daily lives.  We need to help every Catho-
lic deepen their appreciation, love and faithful 
witness to God and his Word. 

It is therefore heart-warming that our local 
initiative, along with that of so many other 
dioceses and archdioceses across the Catholic 
world, has now been given universal attention 
by the “Sunday of the Word of God” estab-
lished by Pope Francis’ Apostolic Letter, Motu 
proprio Aperuit illis, published Sept 30, 2019, 
the Feast of St Jerome. While we previously 

had our local Bible Sunday celebration in July, 
the Pope has decreed that “the Third Sunday in 
Ordinary Time (in January) is to be devoted to 
the celebration, study and dissemination of the 
Word of God” (Aperuit Illis, §3). 

At their 105th Plenary Assembly in Janu-
ary 2020, the Catholic Bishops’ Conference 
of Malaysia, Singapore and Brunei further de-
cided that, beginning 2021, the Sunday of the 
Word of God would now replace Bible Sun-
day. Bible Sunday remained in our 2020 re-
gional calendar, but the COVID-19 pandemic 
meant that not much could be done apart from 
the dissemination of the customary message.

Of course, locally, we will have to adjust 
our minds around the timing of the Sunday of 
the Word of God, coming as it does so early in 
the year, particularly with the school year just 
having started and Sunday Schools/ Catechism 
Sessions which propelled much of the Bible 
Sunday activities, just getting off the ground 
again. This change may initially prove chal-
lenging, even difficult, to organise much for 
the actual day/weekend itself. 

In this respect, the Sunday of the Word of 

God must now be seen as a springboard to an-
nounce the various scripture activities planned 
for the year rather than the singular day when 
it all happens. After all, God’s Word is to be 
read and lived out each and every day of the 
year. We must appreciate the great value that 
the Word of God occupies in our daily exist-
ence. Informed and formed by the Word, we 
are then enabled to carry out our mission to an-
nounce the Good News to the ends of the earth 
(Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 1:8).

Notwithstanding the fact that these have 
been a hallowed part of our Bible promotion 
programmes in the past, here is a list of some 
proposals Pope Francis has made (Aperuit il-
lis, §3) to celebrate the Sunday of the Word of 
God:

1. Enthrone the sacred text.
2. Highlight the proclamation of the Word 
of the Lord.
3. Emphasise the honour due to the Word 
of God in the homily.
4. Celebrate the Rite of Installation of 
Lectors or a commissioning of readers.
5. Provide training for readers.

6. Give a Bible, or one of its books, to eve-
ryone.
7. Encourage people to read and pray with 
Scripture daily, especially through the 
practice of lectio divina.

The Regional Bible Commission would like 
to acknowledge the efforts of the many dedi-
cated men and women of all ages, lay, religious 
and priests, who have contributed so much to 
the increase in biblical literacy and to a love 
for the Word of God in our region. Without 
your cooperation and selfless contribution, the 
progress achieved would have not been pos-
sible. Let us together recommit ourselves so 
Pope Francis’ intention can be achieved ever 
more widely: “May the Sunday of the Word of 
God help his people to grow in religious and 
intimate familiarity with the sacred Scriptures” 
(Aperuit Illis, §15).

Issued by:
Regional Bible Commission
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of Singapore, 
Malaysia and Brunei

Feast of St Jerome
September 30, 2020

References:
Apostolic Letter issued “Motu Proprio” by 
the Supreme Pontiff Francis: Aperuit Illis (In-
stituting the Sunday of the Word of God)” on 
30/09/2019
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/
motu_proprio/documents/papa-francesco-mo-
tu-proprio-20190930_aperuit-illis.html

Useful links:
l Singapore Archdiocese Bible Apostolate: 
https://biblicalapostolate.wordpress.com/
l Kuala Lumpur Archdiocese Bible Aposto-
late: http://myklaba.org/

Dear parents,

Blessings of the New Year.
As we begin the new year, we are thankful to 
God for giving us the strength and courage to 
overcome our past challenges, and seek His 
grace to face future ones with faithfulness and 
hope. Among the numerous challenges we 
faced in the past year was the drastic trans-
formation in the way catechism lessons were 
imparted to our young people. Catechists and 
students had to learn quickly to move away 
from the traditional classroom teaching-learn-
ing approach and adapt to online methods. This 
has not always been easy for the catechists, stu-
dents, and parents. In this regard, I wish to ex-
press my gratitude to parents for their support 
and cooperation in ensuring that their children 
continue to learn their faith even during these 
challenging times.

New Catechetical Year
The faith education of our young ones is an in-
tegral part of the Church’s life and mission. As 
such, this task cannot be delayed or neglected 
regardless of the circumstances. For 2021, cat-
echism lessons will begin in all the dioceses 
soon. For now, we are uncertain whether the 
COVID-19 pandemic situation will improve 
so as to enable catechetical lessons to be con-

ducted in the classrooms. If not, students will 
have to participate in online lessons held via 
apps such as Zoom, Google Meet and others. 
In view of this, I wish to state a few points 
which I hope parents will be attentive to with 
regards to the catechetical formation of their 
children.

Registering your Child for Catechism
Most parishes have already begun making ar-
rangements to register students for catechism 
for 2021. We urge parents who have not reg-
istered their children to do so. In some cases, 
the registration will be done via online means, 
for example, Google Forms. Regardless of the 
method used, please follow the directives given 
by the parish priest and the catechetical team 
with regards to this matter. In the event you are 
registering your child or children for the first 
time with the parish and are unsure how to pro-
ceed, kindly contact the parish office. 

Your Child’s Participation in Online Les-
sons
A number of issues have to be considered: 

i. Participation in catechism lessons
While we are aware that not every child 
will be able to participate in the lessons 
conducted online due to certain reasons, 
especially the lack of or poor internet 

connectivity or the lack of appropriate 
electronic gadgets, it is essential that stu-
dents who have access to these facilities 
participate in the lessons. Parents have to 
give priority to the faith education of their 
children and ensure that their children at-
tend the catechism lessons on the day and 
at the time set by their catechist.    
ii. Active participation
There are instances where students sign 
in to the online lesson but switch off the 
video during the lesson. This results in the 
catechist becoming uncertain whether the 
student is actually taking part in the lesson. 
We seek the assistance of parents to ensure 
that their children participate actively in 
each lesson from start to finish. 
iii. Parental attention and guidance 
Children in pre-school years or lower pri-
mary classes require more parental atten-
tion and guidance during this time. The as-
sistance of parents in collaborating, where 
possible, with the catechist in guiding and 
teaching the faith to their younger children 
whether via online lessons or other means, 
will be much appreciated. 
iv. Communication between parent and 
catechist
As mentioned earlier, there may be stu-

dents who are unable to participate in on-
line lessons because of the lack of or poor 
internet connectivity, the lack of electronic 
gadgets or other feasible reasons. In such 
instances, we encourage parents to com-
municate with the catechist and find other 
suitable ways by which their children can 
continue to receive proper and ongoing 
catechetical formation.  
I am aware that each parish will be facing 

unique challenges with regards to how cat-
echism is to be organised and conducted. I am 
confident that the parish catechetical team, un-
der the guidance of the parish priest, will work 
with the parents to meet these challenges. In all 
matters, however, the parish priest will make 
the final decision. 

Finally, I wish to remind parents that they 
are the primary catechists of their children. I 
strongly urge parents to take this responsibil-
ity seriously so that, together with the help of 
the parish priest and the catechists, our young 
people will continue their catechism and grow 
in maturity in their relationship with God, and 
in the Catholic faith.

Most Rev Julian Leow Beng Kim, DD
Episcopal President
Malaysian Catechetical Commission

Parents reminded of the importance 
of catechism

To help the Church grow in love and faithful witness to God, Pope Francis has declared the third 
Sunday in Ordinary Time to be dedicated to the Word of God. (CNS photo/Karen Callaway via Catolico)

Archdiocese of 
KuAlA lumpur

JaNuary 6, 2021
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Sibu Diocese to focus on Creation and Sacraments for 
the next seven years
To: Priests,
Religious  Brothers and Sisters,  
All lay faithful
 Sacred Heart Cathedral, Sibu
 St Teresa’s Church, Sibu
 St Mary’s of the Divine Mercy Church,  
      Sibu        
 St Anthony’s Church, Sarikei 
 St Francis Xavier’s Church, Kanowit                     
 St Alphonsus’ Church, Julau
 Sts Peter and Paul’s Church, Mukah                   
 St Bernard’s Church, Dalat
 St Charles’ Church, Selangau                               
 St Herbert’s Church, Song
 Church of Christ the King, Bintangor
 Church of Mary Immaculate      
       Conception, Kapit

Dear Brothers and Sisters In Christ,
A decade of Creation Justice for the Diocese 
of Sibu from 2017 to 2026 has been an-
nounced.
 Creation justice – Evangelisation In 
Union With Creation: Ego-Centred to 
Eco-Christ Centred in 2017; (Laudato Si 
mi Signore)
 The Joy of Love – Let’s Begin From 
Home in 2018; (Amoris Laetitia)
 Freedom – Rejoice and Be Glad: 
Call to Holiness through the 8 Beatitudes 
in 2019; (Gaudete et Exsultate) and
 Water and Baptism – Gift to all Cre-
ation in 2020 (Christus Vivit)
Greetings of love, joy and peace to each 

and every one of you and your loved ones. 
A very grace filled New Year 2021. We have 
every reason to be grateful and give thanks 
and praise to our Loving Father for His in-
finite love and blessings especially in light 
of the disruptions caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic which have greatly affected lives 
for the past one year. In these times of uncer-
tainty, we have only to put our trust in God 
who alone is certain.

Now, the using of face masks has become 
the norm. We realized how much we have 
taken the air that we breathe for granted. 
How we long to once again be able to breathe 
freely without using face masks and the fear 

of contracting the virus. What a moment of 
Grace that this is the Diocese’s plan as this 
year we embark on the theme:

“Creation Justice, love and Freedom: 
Air and Confirmation – Breath of Life in 

all Creation.”
The reading material for this year of Air 

and Confirmation is the Post-Synodal Apos-
tolic Exhortation Querida Amazonia – The 
Beloved Amazon Region (02.02.2020).

Air pollution has greatly impacted the en-
vironment that we live in and all living crea-
tures therein. Many countries in the world 
are constantly enveloped in thick smog and 
we also experience unhealthy air during the 
‘open burning season’ when vast areas of 
forests are cleared for planting or farming 
and also from emissions caused by factories 
and vehicles and usage of fossil fuel, haz-
ardous chemicals and pollutants. All these 
have negative effects on our health including 
the risks of death and premature babies. We 
have been urged to “Go Green” especially 
by planting more trees as there is only one 
planet Earth.

Hopefully, we will now begin to appreci-
ate the free gift of the air that our Almighty 
God has given us. We urgently need to do our 
own little part to minimise pollution as much 
as possible. We also work hand-in-hand with 
the Creation Justice Commission in a con-
certed effort to Protect Our Earth, Protect 
our Children through their five-year cam-
paign adopted by all the Dioceses throughout 
Malaysia which begins from the World Day 
of Prayer for the Care of Creation on Sep-
tember 1, 2020 with the first year theme to 
Use Less Electricity and the following year 
to Eat Less Animal-Based Food.

In the Diocese, we have commenced a 
decade of Creation Justice by working on 
the main Gospel values of Justice, Love and 
Freedom from 2017- 2019. Hereafter, our 
aim is to correlate the Seven Sacraments of 
the Church to Creation Justice. We began 
with the Sacrament of Baptism last year and 
following the sequence of the Sacraments of 
Christian Initiation we have the Sacrament 
of Confirmation. The two go hand in hand. 

Just as the water of Baptism initiates us into 
God’s family, the Sacrament of Confirmation 
completes the grace of Baptism and we are 
enriched with the strength of the Holy Spirit. 
Hence, to witness to Christ by word and deed 
and to spread and defend the faith.

All of us are called not only to bring Christ 
but to be Christ for others, having been im-
bued with the gifts of the Holy Spirit by our 
Confirmation. Just as the Spirit hovered over 
the water at the beginning of Creation, the 
Spirit is now strengthening us with the breath 
of life and empowering us with the gifts of 
the Holy Spirit.  As such, we need to appre-
ciate the great gift of Air and Confirmation 
given to us and be grateful and resolute in 
our endeavours to be faithful stewards of 
God’s wonderful Creation and be zealous in 
bringing and becoming Christ to others, as 
God intends all of us including the whole of 
Creation to be united with Him and be with 
Him forever.

During this pandemic, we have been told 
repeatedly to ‘Stay Home’ and ‘Stay Safe’. 
I implore all of you to seize this opportunity 
as a grace filled moment to also learn to ‘Be 
still and know that I am GOD’ (Ps 46:10) and 

‘Stay Connected’ with our Heavenly Father. 
We need first to “rewire” and “reconnect” 
with God who is ‘at home’ in us as in all of 
Creation in order to be re-evangelized and to 
be transformed before being sent out to evan-
gelize and continuously being evangelized to 
share the treasure of our Catholic faith.

May we stay inter-connected and inter-
dependent with all creation in realising the 
mission entrusted to us by Christ “That They 
May All Be ONE” (Jn 17:11,21-23). Thank 
you for your continuing trust and support for 
me and all the priests in the Diocese. May 
our gracious God continue to lavish us with 
Christ’s infinite merciful love and Freedom 
in the Holy Spirit through the intercession 
in this special year of St. Joseph the Pa-
tron of the Universal Church (08.12.2020 – 
08.12.2021) and his spouse Mary.
Your Humble Servant

Bishop Joseph Hii Teck Kwong
Diocese of Sibu
‘Ecclesia Christi Sponsa’
January 1, 2021

Bishops’ decision on liturgical 
matters for the region

Feast of the Baptism of the Lord

Attention: All the faithful Malaysia-Singa-
pore-Brunei

Dear brothers & sisters in Christ,

The Lord’s blessings upon all as we begin 
this new year 2021.

We your bishops met recently online from 
Jan 4 to 8, 2021 for our assembly as the 
Catholic Bishops Conference of Malaysia-
Singapore-Brunei (CBCMSB). Among var-
ious matters that we deliberated upon were 
some concerning the Liturgy.

1.1. On May 13, 2020, Cardinal Robert 
Sarah, Prefect of the Congregation for Di-
vine Worship and the Discipline of the 
Sacraments (CCDDS), wrote to Bishops’ 
Conferences in relation to a change to the 
Trinitarian conclusion to the collects (open-
ing prayers) in the Roman Missal (2010). 

The word “one” before God, in the English 
translation was felt could be misleading.

1.1.1. Decision: The Bishops decided to 
maintain the formula used in all the sac-
ramentary in the region, and just omit the 
word “one”: “Through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 
with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever.”

1.2. The BiBle SuNDay usually celebrated 
in July in this region is replaced with the 
celebration of the “Sunday of the Word of 
God” universally on the 3rd Sunday in Or-
dinary Time, Jan 24, 2021. It is devoted to 
the celebration, study and dissemination of 
the Word of God (cf. Pope Francis’ Letter, 
Motu proprio Aperit Illis, Sept 30, 2019).

1.2.1. Action taken: Based on the discus-
sion among the bishops last year at the 
CBCMSB and the need to explain this 
change to the people, a statement was is-
sued by Cardinal Cornelius Sim and the 

Regional Biblical Commission on Sept 
30, 2020 on how this could be celebrated 
in our parishes. Translations of the state-
ment were done in Tamil, Bahasa Malay-
sia and Mandarin. Likewise, a note from 
the CCDDS has been sent to all the Bish-
ops on Dec 17, 2020. 

1.3. The Chinese or luNar New year falls 
on Friday, Feb 12 and Saturday Feb 13, 
2021, and the celebration closes two weeks 
later on Friday, Feb 26. Will the Conference 
consider dispensation from fast and absti-
nence during this period?

1.3.1. Decision: The Conference grants 
dispensation from abstinence to all the 
faithful celebrating the Chinese New 
Year in any way on the three consecutive 
Fridays, Feb 12, 19 and 26. However, all 
are asked to observe the regular fast and 
abstinence for Ash Wednesday on Feb 17.

1.4. error iN the orDo: Note that Mis-
sion Sunday, 2021 is on Oct 24, 2021, not 

on Oct 17.
1.5. As ChriStmaS Day is on Saturday Dec 
25, 2021, all Masses on Saturday will be of 
the Nativity of the Lord.

1.5.1. Decision: The bishops agreed to the 
proposal that those who attend the even-
ing Mass is considered to have fulfilled the 
Sunday obligation (Dec 26, 2021, Feast of 
the Holy Family).
I hope the above is clear and helpful. If you 

need any further clarification you may con-
tact your local parish priest or your bishop’s 
office.

I remain, yours faithfully in Christ

+ Rt Rev Bishop Sebastian Francis D.D.
President, CBCMSB
Bishop of Penang

Jan 10, 2021
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CHERAS: As the new year sees the health 
crisis intensifying with more positive cases, 
the flood situation in many states in Malay-
sia has left many communities in a critical 
situation.

So, the Church of St Francis of Assisi 
(SFA) continues its mission of reaching out 
to those in need.

Fr Andrew Manickam OFM Cap, the par-
ish priest, said “Mission Beyond Borders’ is 
a joint effort by the Parish Evangelisation 
Team (PET) together with the Malaysian 
Red Crescent team to reach out to those af-
fected by the recent floods in the middle of 
the worsening COVID-19 pandemic.” 

When Pahang, Kuantan, Johor, Perak and 
Terengganu were battered by rains, floods 
and landslips, the team not only initiated the 
reach out mission but also travelled to these 
places to hand over basic supplies to those 
rendered homeless by the calamity. 

Nearly 50,000 people were evacuated 
after the monsoon rains pounded the east 
coast.

In the first week of January, Pahang had 
the highest number of evacuees at 10,739, 
while Kuantan was also affected with 
3,276 evacuees.

On January 8, the team successfully de-
livered provisions to the flood victims at 
Sri Jaya, Kuantan, where 106 homes were 

affected, and their belongings destroyed.
On January 11, provisions were also dis-

tributed to those affected at Mentakab and 
Bera.

Though the region experiences flooding 
and mass evacuations during the rainy sea-
son every year, those in the affected areas 
said this year has been the worst in dec-
ades.

While low-income families are won-
dering how they will get their next meal, 
many are facing unemployment as well, as 
the country goes into another phase of the 
Movement Control Order (MCO) to halt 
the spread of the virus.  

The team hopes that the campaign will 
be able to reach out to as many people as 
possible. 

The next mission will be to Maran to help 
100 families in urgent need of provisions. 

Mission Beyond Borders seeks do-
nors for cash or provisions such as rice, 
salt, sugar and biscuits. — By Melissa                            
Fernando

SFA’s Mission Beyond 
Borders reaches out 
to flood victims 

Helping those 
affected by 
the floods

KENINGAU: KekitaanFM, an on-
line radio in Keningau Diocese, was 
launched on October 3, 2020 and has 
been operating successfully for three 
months as of January 3, 2021. This 
is an occasion for celebration and 
thanksgiving to God for enabling 
them to reach this milestone.

Although it has been operating for 
such a short time, the Online Radio 
KekitaanFM has brought significant 
changes and tremendous blessings to 
the Diocese of Keningau. Since it is 
cloud based, it has the capacity and 
power to reach millions of people not 
only within the Diocese of Keningau 
but in other areas and countries as 
well. In other words, it has enhanced 
the way the Church reaches out to 
people in terms of pastoring.

To mark the third month, a half 
day mini-recollection was organised 
for all the staff (radio presenters and 
sound production crew) on Sunday 
afternoon, January 3, 2021, from 
1.00pm – 5.00pm at Tatal retreat 
Centre, Keningau. Sr Bibianah of the 
Daughters of St Paul was invited by 
Bishop Cornelius Piong to assist in 
the motivational inputs.

Chosen to be a prophet to deliver 

God’s message (Anda di pilih men-
jadi nabi menyampaikan pesan Tu-
han) was the main theme for the rec-
ollection. Two other sub topics were 
shared by the facilitator, namely: 
the coordination of the Vision and  
Mission of the Online radio Keki-
taanFM with that of the Diocese of 
Keningau;  and on the importance of 
an ethical practice  in their roles as 
radio presenters or supporting crew 
and  be the ear and mouthpiece of 
the Church. In addition, the facili-
tator, in her reflections, cited some 
articles from Church documents as 
highlighting the duty and right of 
the Church to use all forms of media 

for evangelisation, and which also 
stressed the need for the practice of 
exemplary lives by all media person-
nel.

A thanksgiving Eucharistic cel-
ebration was held at 5.00pm, cel-
ebrated by Bishop Cornelius with Fr 
Clement Abel, the spiritual Director 
of the Social Communications Com-
mission (SOCCOM/KOMSOS) of 
Keningau concelebrating. 

The bishop gave some back-
ground on how the Online radio 
KekitaanFM came about. He ac-
knowledged with gratitude that it 
was the Holy Spirit that inspired us 
with the idea of starting the online 

radio KekitaanFM as a means of 
reaching out to the people who can-
not come to church at a time when 
movement control order (MCO) was 
imposed in the country to curb the 
spread of C-19 virus.

After the homily, a renewal of 
commitment took place by all the 
staff of the Online radio KekitaanFM 
to be faithful in their roles as DJs or 
radio presenters – a commitment to 
exercise their call to be prophets/ 
proclaimers of the good news.  

After three months of operation, 
Certificates of Appointment were 
presented by the bishop to all the DJs 
as a way of validating their roles and 

talents in bringing the Online Radio 
KekitaanFM to fruition.

The head  of the  Social Commu-
nications Commission of the Dio-
cese of Keningau (KOMSOS) who 
is also the chairman of the Online 
radio KekitaanFM, Didiroy Joneh,  
in his speech thanked all the KFM 
radio presenters for their collabora-
tion and willingness to use their tal-
ents in the KekitaanFM Online Ra-
dio. He also expressed his gratitude 
to the Bishop for his constant guid-
ance, support, care and concern for 
the development and progress of the 
online radio.

The thanksgiving celebration con-
tinued after Mass with a dinner fel-
lowship at the hall and with many 
other interesting programmes to 
celebrate the New Year, to mark the 
three months milestone of the Online 
Radio KekitaanFM and in appre-
ciation for each and every one’s own 
uniqueness and giftedness. — By Sr 
Bibianah, fsp, Catholic Sabah

l KekitaanFm can be accessed 
via https://www.facebook.com/
Kekitaanfm or downloaded via 
Google Play.

Recollection and renewal of commitment for KekitaanFM staff

Online Radio KekitaanFM DJs received their Certificates of Appointment from Bishop Cornelius Piong.

Some of the affected families with their provisions.

KUALA LUMPUR: Every year between the 
months of October and February, monsoon 
rains affect Peninsular Malaysia, especially 
in the East Coast. During these months, the 
weather is usually quite bad, causing floods 
and rough seas. This year, thousands of peo-
ple in many towns and villages in the states 
of Pahang, Terengganu and Johor have been 
affected by floods.

With the collaboration of the Archdiocesan 
Office for Human Development, (AOHD), 
Archdiocesan Orang Asli Apostolate 
(AOAA), and Parish Integral Human Devel-
opment Ministries (PIHDM) of St Joseph’s 
Church, Sentul and a few parishes in the 
Archdiocese of Kuala Lumpur, are working 
together to assist these flood victims. 

St Joseph’s Church will be the Operations 
Centre for collection and distribution of items 
to the flood victims. 

St Joseph’s PIHDM and parishioners will 
work together to collect and pack goods and 
other necessary items sent from other parishes 
for the flood victims before transporting them 
to the affected areas. At the moment, they will 
concentrate on Pahang – in particular a few 
kampungs in Sg Lembing, Muadzam Shah, 
Rompin, Pekan and Mentakab.

They are collecting items such as dried 
packaged and canned foods, mineral water, 
clean clothes, masks, sanitisers, medical aid, 
other basic necessities and monetary dona-
tions. 
Source: https://www.stjosephsentul.org/

The Parish Evangelisation team and Malaysian Red Crescent with some of the provisions.



Human trafficking added to 
Cambodian school curriculum

PHNOM PENH: Human trafficking has been 
added to the school syllabus in Cambodia as 
students return to classes for the new year 
after extended breaks in 2020 were enforced 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Both primary and secondary pupils will 
be taught laws, prevention and the different 
types of human trafficking that range from 
debt bondage to enforced prostitution and 
labour.

Cambodia has a notorious reputation for 
human trafficking and the United States has 
threatened sanctions if Phnom Penh fails to 
improve its record this year.

“The government of Cambodia does not 
fully meet the minimum standards for the 
elimination of trafficking but is making sig-
nificant efforts to do so,” the US State De-
partment said in its 2020 annual report, desig-
nating Cambodia a Tier 2 Watch List country.

However, it also said corruption was im-
peding law enforcement operations, criminal 
proceedings and victim service provisions, 
adding that efforts in 2020 were not an im-
provement on the previous year.

“Education is part of prevention,” Chou 
Bun Eng, vice-chairwoman of the National 
Committee for Anti-Human Trafficking, told 
local media.

“If people still hesitate ... to protect vulner-
able people, then there is no way to stop the 
damage.”

According to the Walk Free Foundation, 
more than 260,000 Cambodians out of a 
population of 16 million people are forced to 
exist in modern-day slavery conditions.

Children whose parents fall into debt are 
forced to work by the thousands in brick 
kilns. Young women are forced into unwant-
ed marriages in China or into brothels around 
the region, while thousands more are traf-
ficked into the farming, fishing or garment 
industries.

Chou Bun Eng has urged Cambodian mi-
grant workers in Thailand, mainly women, to 
exercise caution when dealing with brokers 
who organize employment abroad.

“Cambodian migrant workers, whether 
here or there, should be careful not to be 
conned by these men who promise to take 
them legally or illegally across the Cambodi-
an-Thai border and promise them jobs,” she 
said.

Human trafficking has increased dramati-
cally amid the pandemic and border closures. 
More than 130,000 Cambodian workers have 
recently returned to Cambodia and under-
went a two-week quarantine as lockdowns 

bite in Thailand.
Chou Bun Eng said brokers were making 

money out of COVID-19 with promises of 
getting people across borders legally or il-
legally or getting them jobs that also threat-
ened to undermine efforts to curb the spread 
of COVID-19.

“We want these workers to listen to the 
authorities here and in Thailand. If the Thai 

authorities issued a directive not to move 
around in areas where there has been spread, 
then cooperate with them,” she said.

New lessons for Cambodian schools, she 
added, would help students understand the 
role of schools and communities in preven-
tion, with sex trafficking a specific focus in 
lessons about drug offenses among other 
crimes. — ucanews.com

Cambodian schoolchildren will be taught laws, prevention and the different types of human 
trafficking including enforced prostitution and labour. (Shutterstock/akturer)

One hundred days of unjust imprisonment for 
Fr Stan Swamy
NEW DELHI: January 15 marked one 
hundred days since 83-year-old Jesuit Fr 
Stan Swamy was taken into custody from 
his residence in Ranchi (Jharkhand). The 
agents of the National Intelligence Agency 
(NIA) took him on Oct 8; since then he has 
been locked up in Taloja prison near Mum-
bai (Maharashtra).

Fr Stan is accused of breaking the Un-
lawful Activities Prevention Act (Uapa) 
for his alleged involvement in the Bhima-
Koregaon incidents, which broke out on 
January 2018, and for his alleged links with 
Maoist armed groups. The truth is, he has 
never been to Bhima-Koregaon. Another 
15 human rights activists have also been 
jailed on these trumped up charges; some 
of them have been languishing in prison for 
more than two years. The real perpetrators 
of the violence were freed thanks to their 
close ties to the regime that now rules the 
nation.

The UAPA must be abolished immedi-
ately and without conditions. In an inter-
view published on Nov 25 — the eve of 
“Constitution Day” — on The Wire, former 
chairman of the Legal Commission, A.P. 
Shah cited a Supreme Court ruling from 
April 2019. It concerns the Zahoor Ahmad 
Shah Watali case and says “that an accused 
must remain in custody throughout the tri-
al” if he is prosecutable under the UAPA. 
The verdict also states that “the courts must 
assume that any accusation made in the re-
port (Fir) is correct and that the accused has 
the burden of denying the charges”.

This decision is a complete denial of 
Article 21 of the Constitution, which guar-
antees the right to personal freedom. For 
Judge Shah, bail is the rule and prison the 
exception; apparently, the Supreme Court 
has made prison the rule and bail the excep-
tion. According to Shah, “it appears that we 
live in an undeclared state of emergency”. 
He then added that today “the courts lack 

humanity and concern for the fundamental 
human rights of the accused”.

In this regard, Shah cited the example 
of Varavara Rao and Fr Swamy. He was 
amazed that the NIA court took two weeks 
to decide whether the priest could be grant-
ed a straw to drink and eat: these are very 
strong statements from one of the country’s 
best-known jurists.

To put things in perspective, on Nov 26 
the appeal presented to a special court by 
the lawyers of Fr Swamy to get him a straw 
was postponed to December 4th: he needs 
it as a patient with Parkinson's disease. The 
NIA replied that it cannot return such per-
sonal belongings because it never confis-
cated it.

Fr Stan then received the straw; however, 
on 14 December his bail request was once 
again rejected by the NIA. On January 12, 
another hearing began with the presenta-
tion of the arguments of both parties. The 
trial debate is expected to go on for a few 

more days. Nobody can know if Fr Stan 
will be released!

In addition to his age, Fr Stan is also 
weak due to some physical problems. How-
ever, he does not complain, and retains his 
profound spirituality and positivity. His 
communications with the outside world are 
regulated and monitored; each of them is 
deeply moving. Just before Christmas he 
wrote a very touching poem. An extract of 
it reads:

“Prison life, a great leveller
Inside the daunting prison gates
All belongings taken away but for the 

bare essentials
‘You’ comes first, ‘I’ comes after, ‘We’ is 

the air one breathes
Nothing is mine
Nothing is yours
Everything is ours
No leftover food thrown away
All shared with the birds of the air!”
— By Cedric Prakash, AsiaNews

Indian priest 
appointed member 
of Pontifical Biblical 
Commission
ROME: Pope Francis has appointed Soci-
ety of Jesus priest Henry Pattarumadathil 
as a member of Pontifical Biblical Com-
mission.

Fifty seven-year-old Fr Pattaruma-
dathil, who hails 
from Kerala in 
Southern India 
was ordained as 
a priest for the 
Kerala Province 
of Society of 
Jesus in 1995. 
He obtained a 
Licentiate in Sa-
cred Scripture 
from the Pon-
tifical Biblical 
Institute in 2000 
and a Doctorate 
in Biblical The-
ology from the 
Pontifical Gregorian University in 2007 .

Fr Pattarumadathil served as Associate 
Professor at the Pontifical  Bible Institute 
in  Rome from 2013. He was a member of 
the Kerala Catholic Bishops Conference 
(KCBC) team for  Malayalam New Tes-
tament revision from 2008-2009. He was 
also Director of studies at the Jesuit Re-
gional Theology Centre in Kalady, Kerala 
from 2008 to 2010.  

He has published several books, articles 
and reviews in both English and Malay-
alam. Sermon on the Mount: Analysis and 
Interpretation (in Malayalam), Your Fa-
ther in Heaven: Discipleship in Matthew 
as a Process of Becoming Children of God 
and Yathri (a biblical meditation book for 
youth in Malayalam) are some his famous 
books. — Matters India
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Members of the Society of Jesus and faculty of Andhara Loyola College protesting against Fr 
Swamy’s arrest in Oct 20, 2020. (photo/V. Raju)
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VATICAN: For the first time, the Disci-
plinary Commission of the Roman Curia 
will be presided over by a layperson after 
Pope Francis appointed professor Vincenzo 
Buonomo, rector of the Pontifical Lateran 
University. And it is possible that more lay-
persons will be appointed for other Vatican 
positions.

The Commission is composed of a presi-
dent and six members. Established by St 
John Paul II in 1981, the Commission rules 
on whether an administrative sanction – 
i.e., suspension or firing – can be imposed 
on a Roman Curia official or not.

Pope Francis also appointed two new 
members of the Commission: Msgr Ale-
jandro W. Bunge, president of the Labour 
Office of the Apostolic See, known by the 
Italian acronym ULSA; and Mr Maximino 
Caballero Ledo, General Secretary of the 
Secretariat for the Economy.

The appointment of professor Buonomo, 
a layperson, as a president is unprecedent-
ed. According to the Commission’s Stat-
utes, issued in 2016, the president of the 
Commission must be a cardinal or at least 
a bishop. The statutes have a five-year va-
lidity. Until now, the Commission had five 
presidents: three cardinals, an archbishop, 
and a bishop. The last president was Bishop 
Giorgio Corbellini, who was also president 

of the ULSA. Corbellini died in November 
2019, leaving the position open.

Article 4 of the Statutes state that “the 
Commission is composed of a Cardinal or 
Bishop president and six other members, 
both laymen and clergy, appointed for a 
five-year term by the Pontiff.”

Article 4 also states that the Vatican 
Secretariat of State’s adviser and the sec-

retary of the administrative section of the 
Secretariat for the Economy are members 
de iure (officially sanctioned) of the same 
Commission. That means that also Monsig-
nor Luigi Cona is a member of the Com-
mission.

The other Commission members are 
Bishop Juan Arrieta, secretary of the Pon-
tifical Council for Legislative Texts, and 
Flaminia Giovannelli, undersecretary 
emeritus of the Dicastery for the Service 
to the Integral Human Development. Vin-
cenzo Buonomo was also a member before 
being elevated to the chairmanship of the 
Commission. Pope Francis may now ap-
point another member of the Commission.

Buonomo has garnered growing attention 
during the years. Pope Francis called him in 
2018 to be the first lay rector of the Pontifi-
cal Lateran University. Since he became the 
rector, Pope Francis has visited the univer-
sity twice.

Since 2014, Buonomo has also been a 
counsellor of the Vatican City State Admin-
istration, and was part of the committee that 
drafted the first Vatican law on procure-
ments, issued in July 2020.

A professor in the Pontifical Lateran Uni-
versity since 1984, Buonomo began his 
collaboration with the Vatican Secretariat 
of State during the 1980s.

Since 2007, Buonomo has been chief 
officer of the Vatican’s delegation to the 
UN Organisation for Food and Agriculture 
(FAO), where he has served since 1993.

In 2015, he was a member of the Secre-
tariat of State’s working group for the draft-
ing of the Holy See Periodic Reports to the 
U.N. Committees on the Rights of Chil-
dren, on Racial discrimination, and Against 
Torture.

The appointment of Buonomo as presi-
dent of the Commission is certainly a sign 
of trust by Pope Francis. Pope Francis is 
also continuing his policy of appointing 
laypeople as Curia top officials.

In the last year, Pope Francis appointed 
Maximino Caballero Ledo as general secre-
tary of the Secretariat for the Economy and 
Fabio Gasperini as general secretary of the 
Patrimony of the Apostolic See (APSA, a 
sort of Vatican central bank). In 2018, Pope 
Francis appointed another layperson, Paolo 
Ruffini, as prefect of the Dicastery of Com-
munication.

There are rumors that Pope Francis might 
also choose a layperson as general secre-
tary of the Vatican City State Administra-
tion. The current general secretary, Bishop 
Fernando Vergez Alzaga, already turned 
75, the official retirement age. — By                           
Andrea Gagliarducci, CNA

First lay head of  disciplinary 
commission at Roman Curia appointed

VATICAN: On Sunday, Jan 10, the internet 
was abuzz with false reports of an overnight 
blackout at the Vatican, accompanied by a 
series of claims concerning Pope Francis, 
the Italian police, and the FBI. The claims 
were widely shared by conspiracy theo-
rists, generating bewilderment and concern 
among Catholics around the world.

What happened?
On Jan 10, a website called the Conserva-
tive Beaver published a report headlined 
“VATICAN BLACKOUT: Pope arrested 
on 80 count indictment for Child Traffick-
ing, Fraud.” The article was widely shared 
on Twitter and triggered a spike in Google 
searches for the term “Vatican blackout.”

What do we know about the Conserva-
tive Beaver website?
The website describes itself as “a conserva-
tive news outlet” that has published “news 
stories of interest to proud Canadians” for 
more than 10 years. It says it is a self-fund-
ed enterprise that began in a University of 
Ottawa dorm room, before emerging as an 
“underground newspaper” in Montreal and 
online.

What did the report allege?
The website claimed that Pope Francis was 
arrested on Saturday, Jan 9 “in connection 
with an 80- count indictment of charges in-
cluding possession of child pornography, 
human trafficking, incest, possession of 
drug paraphernalia and felony fraud.”

The report asserted that the arrest was or-
dered by “the Italian National Prosecutor’s 
Office” and carried out by “military offic-
ers, Italian police, and their Sex Crimes 
Unit,” amid reports of gunshots. It claimed 
that the agents “cut off the power in the Vat-
ican” and dimmed the livecam overlooking 
St Peter’s Square to cloak their actions.

It further alleged that the Pope had been 

transferred to “an unknown prison” for in-
terrogation by “Federal Agents working for 
the state of Italy and Interpol,” and that the 
Pope would then be questioned by the FBI.

Is there any evidence supporting the 
claims?
No. Not a single established news outlet 
reported a disturbance at the Vatican on 
Saturday.

EWTN Vatican correspondent Colm 
Flynn, who lives close to the Vatican, said: 
“I didn’t notice any power outage across 
the weekend. I was at home on Saturday 
most of the evening and there was no pow-
er cut.”

Mountain Butorac, a tour guide based 
near St. Peter’s Basilica, reported that there 
was no “massive blackout” at the Vatican. 
He said that he had heard no gunshots or 
other indications of a police raid.  

Regarding the dimming of the livecam, 
he pointed out that the camera exposure on 
livefeeds changes in response to weather 
conditions.

“In any case,” he wrote, “you can see the 
lights are very much on. You can see the 
dome, you can see the lights of the colon-
nade, you can see some office/apartment 
lights, you can see the nativity lights, you 
can see the Christmas tree star.”

Did conspiracy theorists seize on the 
claims in the Conservative Beaver 
report?
They did. Conspiratorially minded Twitter 
users sought to connect the report to the 
U.S. elections, as well as a massive power 
outage in Pakistan. 

How did the Conservative Beaver site 
respond to the debunking of its report?
The website posted an update on Sunday 
responding to readers who pointed out 
that Pope Francis had tweeted that very 
morning. It argued that the tweet had been 
scheduled in advance by the Pope’s social 
media team and insisted that “Pope Francis 
is still in Federal Custody in Italy, hence, 
he has not been seen on video.”  

Why is the internet abuzz with false claims of a ‘Vatican blackout’?

Professor Vincenzo Buonomo, rector of the 
Pontifical Lateran University

Has Pope Francis made any appear-
ances since the report?
Yes. He delivered his Angelus address as 
usual via livestream from the library of 
the Apostolic Palace on Sunday morning.

Has the Vatican reacted to the report?
When asked about the report on Jan 11, 
the Holy See press office responded by 
pointing to Pope Francis’ busy schedule 
of meetings on Monday morning, imply-
ing that it was business as usual at the 
Vatican.

Has Pope Francis said anything about 
“fake news”?
Yes. He dedicated his 2018 message for 
World Communications Day to the topic, 
arguing that “fake news” dates back to the 
temptation of Adam and Eve by the ser-
pent in the Garden of Eden. 

“The strategy of this skilled ‘Father of 
Lies’ (John 8:44) is precisely mimicry, 
that sly and dangerous form of seduction 
that worms its way into the heart with 
false and alluring arguments,” he wrote.

The Pope also devoted part of his most 
recent encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, to media 
distortions. He noted that the internet was 
marked by “closed circuits” that “facili-
tate the spread of fake news and false in-
formation.”

Has Pope Francis been a target of 
“fake news” before?
This is not the first time that false reports 
have circulated about Pope Francis. In 
2013, for example, a widely circulated 
report claimed that the Pope had declared 
that “all religions are true” at the “Third 
Vatican Council.” In 2015, a viral article 
said that the Pope had announced that he 
was revising the Ten Commandments. 
The Vatican blackout story is just the lat-
est example. — CNA

St Peter’s Basilica at night. (NCR photo/Songquan Deng via Shutterstock)
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Ministries of lector and acolyte to 
be open to women
VATICAN: With a Motu proprio 
released on Monday, Jan 11, Pope 
Francis established that from now 
on the ministries of Lector and Aco-
lyte are to be open to women, in a 
stable and institutionalised form 
through a specific mandate.

There is nothing new about wom-
en proclaiming the Word of God 
during liturgical celebrations or 
carrying out a service at the altar as 
altar servers or as Eucharistic minis-
ters. In many communities through-
out the world these practices are 
already authorised by local bishops.

However, up to this point, this has 
occurred without a true and proper 
institutional mandate, as an excep-
tion to what Pope St Paul VI had es-
tablished when, in 1972, even while 
abolishing the so-called “minor or-
ders”, he decided to maintain that 
access to these ministries be grant-
ed only to men because both were 
considered to be preparatory to the 
eventual admission to Holy Orders.

Now, in the wake of the discern-
ment which has emerged from the 
last Synod of Bishops, Pope Francis 
wanted to formalise and institution-
alise the presence of women at the 
altar.
Shared baptism
With the Motu proprio Spiritus 
Domini, which modifies the first 
paragraph of Canon 230 of the 

Code of Canon Law, Pope Francis, 
therefore, establishes that women 
can have access to these ministries 
and that this be recognised through 
a liturgical act formally instituting 
them as such.

Pope Francis specifies that he 
wanted to welcome recommenda-
tions which have emerged from 
various synodal assemblies, writing 
that “a doctrinal development has 
been arrived at in these last years 
that has brought to light how certain 
ministries instituted by the Church 
have as their basis the common 
condition of being baptized and 
the royal priesthood received in the 
Sacrament of Baptism.”

The Pope, therefore, invites us 
to recognise that what is under dis-
cussion are lay ministries “funda-
mentally distinct from the ordained 
ministry that is received through the 
Sacrament of Holy Orders.”

The new formulation of the can-
on reads: “Lay persons who possess 
the age and qualifications estab-
lished by decree of the Conference 
of Bishops can be admitted on a 
stable basis through the prescribed 
liturgical rite to the ministries of 
lector and acolyte.” The specifica-
tion “lay men” qualifying the la-
ity and present in the Code until 
today’s modification, is, therefore, 
abolished.

Why Pope opens ministries of lector and acolyte to women?
VATICAN: On Jan 11, Pope Francis 
published an apostolic letter issued 
motu proprio (which means “on his 
own impulse” in Latin), modifying 
canon law regarding women’s access 
to the ministries of lector and acolyte. 
He also released a letter to Vatican 
doctrinal chief Cardinal Luis Ladaria 
explaining his reasoning for the deci-
sion.
What’s changed?
In the document, Spiritus Domini, 
the Pope changed Church law so that 
women can be formally instituted to 
the lay ministries of lector and aco-
lyte.

The Pope modified the wording 
Canon 230 §1 of the Code of Canon 
Law, which previously limited the 
ministries to lay men.

He changed the phrase “lay men” 
to “lay persons,” so that the canon 
now reads: “Lay persons of suitable 
age and with the gifts determined 
by decree of the Episcopal Confer-
ence may be permanently assigned, 
by means of the established liturgical 
rite, to the ministries of lectors and 
acolytes; however, the conferment 
of such a role does not entitle them 
to support or remuneration from the 
Church.”
But aren’t women already 
allowed to serve as altar 
servers and readers?
Yes, in many parts of the world wom-
en serve and read at Mass. But until 
now they were not officially estab-
lished in the role with the liturgical 
rites associated with the ministry of 

an acolyte or lector. They performed 
the role “by temporary designation,” 
under Canon 230 § 2 of the Code of 
Canon Law.
Why were the roles of lector 
and acolyte previously 
reserved to men?
The ministries were traditionally re-
served to men because they were as-
sociated with what were known as the 
“minor orders” of priesthood: stages 
on the way to priestly ordination.

But in 1972, Pope Paul VI intend-
ed to abolish the minor orders in the 
motu proprio Ministeria quaedam. 
From then on, he said, lector and aco-
lyte should be regarded as ministries, 
rather than minor orders. When they 
are conferred, he wrote, it should not 
be called “ordination,” but rather “in-
stitution.”

With the 1983 revision of the Code 
of Canon Law, Church law recog-
nised that “lay persons” — either 
male or female — could “fulfil the 
function of lector in liturgical actions 
by temporary designation.” It added 
that “All lay persons can also perform 
the functions of commentator or can-
tor, or other functions, according to 
the norm of law.”

Women began to take on the func-
tions of lector and acolyte in parts of 
the Catholic world, but they were not 
formally instituted into the ministries.

In 1994, the Congregation for Di-
vine Worship and the Discipline of 
the Sacraments confirmed that bish-
ops could permit women to be altar 
servers.

What is a lector?
A lector is a person who reads 
Scripture to the congregation 
at Mass (other than the Gospel, 
which is only proclaimed by dea-
cons and priests.)

Paul VI explained that the lector 
is “instituted for the office, proper 
to him, of reading the word of God 
in the liturgical assembly.”

“The reader, feeling the respon-
sibility of the office received, 
should do all he can and make 
use of the appropriate means to 
acquire every day more fully the 
sweet and lively love and the 
knowledge of Sacred Scripture, 
in order to become a more perfect 
disciple of the Lord,” he wrote.
What is an acolyte?
After abolishing the minor orders, 
Pope Paul VI wrote that an aco-
lyte was a ministry in the Church 
with the “duty to take care of the 
service of the altar, and to help the 
deacon and the priest in liturgical 
actions, especially in the celebra-
tion of the Holy Mass.”

Potential responsibilities for an 
acolyte include distributing Holy 
Communion as an extraordinary 
minister if such ministers are not 
present, publicly exposing the 
Eucharist for adoration in extraor-
dinary circumstances, and “the 
instruction of the other faithful, 
who, on a temporary basis, help 
the deacon and the priest in liturgi-
cal services by carrying the missal, 
cross, candles, etc.”

Pope Paul VI wrote: “The aco-
lyte, destined in a special way to 
the service of the altar, learns all 
those notions concerning divine 
public worship and strives to un-
derstand its intimate and spiritual 
meaning: in this way he can offer 
himself, every day, completely 
to God and be, in the temple, an 
example to all by his serious and 
respectful behaviour, and also to 
have a sincere love for the mys-
tical body of Christ, or people of 
God, and especially for the weak 
and the sick.”
What reasons did Pope 
Francis give for the 
changes?
In his apostolic letter, the Pope 
said that a number of Synods of 
Bishops had “highlighted the need 
to deepen the subject doctrinally” 
in light of present-day challenges 
and the need to support evangeli-
sation.

“Accepting these recommenda-
tions, a doctrinal development has 
taken place in recent years which 
has highlighted how certain min-
istries instituted by the Church are 
based on the common condition of 
being baptised and the regal priest-
hood received in the Sacrament of 
Baptism,” he wrote.

Emphasising that these minis-
tries were different to ordained 
ministry, he said: “A consolidated 
practice in the Latin Church has 
also confirmed, in fact, that these 
lay ministries, since they are based 

on the Sacrament of Baptism, may 
be entrusted to all suitable faithful, 
whether male or female.”
Does this open the way for 
women priests?
In his letter to Cardinal Ladaria, 
Pope Francis reiterated his prede-
cessor John Paul II’s statement in 
the 1994 apostolic letter Ordinatio 
Sacerdotalis that “the Church has 
no authority whatsoever to confer 
priestly ordination on women.”

He underlined the distinction 
between “ordained ministries” and 
“non-ordained ministries,” ex-
plaining that “it is possible, and to-
day it seems appropriate” to open 
“non-ordained ministries” to both 
men and women.

He said that the previous reser-
vation of these non-ordained min-
istries to men had “its own mean-
ing in a certain context but can be 
rethought in new contexts, always 
having as their criteria fidelity to 
the mandate of Christ and the will 
to live and proclaim the Gospel 
transmitted by the Apostles and 
entrusted to the Church.”
Who will oversee the 
changes?
In Pope Francis’s letter to Cardi-
nal Ladaria, he said that the Con-
gregation for Divine Worship and 
the Discipline of the Sacraments 
would be responsible for guiding 
the changes, amending parts of 
the Roman Missal and the rite of 
institution of lectors and acolytes 
where necessary. — CNA

Part of Vatican II renewal
The Motu proprio is accompanied 
by a letter addressed to the Prefect 
of the Congregation of the Doctrine 
of the Faith, Cardinal Luis Ladaria, 
in which Pope Francis explains the 
theological motivations behind his 
decision.

The Pope writes that “within the 
spectrum of renewal traced out by 
the Second Vatican Council, the ur-
gency is being ever more felt today 
to rediscover the co-responsibility 
of all of the baptized in the Church, 
and the mission of the laity in a par-
ticular way.”

And, citing the Final Document 
of the Synod for the Pan-Amazon 
Region, the Pope observes that “re-
garding the entire Church, in the 
variety of situations, it is urgent that 
ministries for men and women be 
promoted and conferred… It is the 
Church made up of baptised men 
and women that we must consoli-
date, promoting forms of ministry 
and, above all, an awareness of bap-
tismal dignity.”
Lay people and 
evangelisation
In his letter to the Cardinal, after 
recalling the words of Saint John 
Paul II that “regarding ordained 
ministries, the Church does not 
have the faculty in any way to con-
fer priestly ordination on women,” 

Pope Francis adds that “regarding 
non-ordained ministries, it is possi-
ble, and today it seems appropriate, 
to surmount this reservation.”

The Pope explains that “to offer 
to lay persons of both sexes the pos-
sibility of accessing the ministries 
of Acolyte and Lector, in virtue of 
their participation in the priesthood 
of the baptised, the awareness will 
grow, through a liturgical act (of 
institution) as well, of the precious 
contribution that many lay persons, 
including women, have been offer-
ing for some time to the life and 
mission of the Church.” He con-
cludes that “the decision to confer 
these offices even on women, which 
entails stability, public recognition 
and a mandate on the part of the 
bishop, will make more effective 
everyone’s participation in the work 
of evangelisation.”

Mutual collaboration
This provision comes after extensive 
theological reflection on these min-
istries.

Post-conciliar theology has, in 
fact, recovered the relevance of the 
ministries of Lector and Acolyte, 
not only in relation to the ordained 
priesthood, but also, and above all, 
in relation to the priesthood of the 
baptized.

These ministries are situated with-
in the dynamic of the mutual collab-
oration that exists between these two 
priesthoods, and their specifically 
“lay” nature has become ever more 
pronounced, in connection with the 
priesthood exercised by all the bap-
tised in virtue of their baptism.

This entire article, including the 
citations attributed to Pope Francis, 
is a working translation from the 
Italian original. — Vatican News

A lay woman reads at Mass in the Casa Santa Marta on February 4, 2020. 
(Vatican News)
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The legendary Faust’s desire for power led him into a pact 
with Mephistopheles, the agent of Satan. The deal was 

straightforward. In exchange for the fulfilment of all his desires 
in this life, hell would get Faust’s soul after death.

But overall, those who contract with the devil are eventually 
told, “Go to hell!”

The attack by Trump’s partisans upon the verification of the 
American presidential election was no surprise to those who 
had paid attention to that man’s actions, the manipulation of his 
followers and the enabling by the Republican Party over four 
years. The only surprise for me was that the mob did not man-
age to burn down the Capitol building.

This is the fruition of a pact with the devil that the Republican 
Party made in the 1960s. As civil rights legislation empowered 
Black Americans and threatened the political supremacy of 
Whites, especially in the South, the Republicans played upon 
the prejudices of those people to wean them from the Demo-
cratic Party. It was called the Southern Strategy.

Had that strategy included plans for guiding new support-
ers to openness towards other races and ethnic groups, it might 
have been good for the party and the nation. Instead, prejudices 
were nurtured and encouraged. In 2005, the chairman of the 
Republican National Committee finally apologised to Blacks in 
a de facto admission of his party’s use of racism as a means to 
draw voters. But it was too late.

The attack on the Capitol and democracy marks the begin-
ning of a “Go to hell!” period for Republicans as their pact with 
evil bears fruit.

The Republican Party must repent, reform and recover from 
that pact. But that is not the only institution that succumbed to 
the Faustian allure of power.
What of the American Catholic Church?
Traditionally, Catholics tended to support the Democratic Party. 
They were often city dwellers, immigrants and industrial work-
ers. Their concerns differed from those of the business-oriented 
Republicans. However, the Democrats’ children and grandchil-
dren prospered and began to find the Republicans attractive, 
overlooking the Faustian bargain the party had made.

But there is more to the Catholic story than a semi-natural 
migration to the Republicans. There has been a Faustian bar-
gain on the part of some in the Church who for their own ends 
have allied themselves within the larger bargain with racism, 
xenophobia and anti-Semitism, though they might not admit 
that they have become fellows of those attitudes.

Their situation is like that of Germans who did not like what 
the Nazis were doing but went along for the sake of what that 
party might do for them. 
Can we see that in the US Catholic Church? Yes.
Half of the US Catholics who voted in the November presiden-
tial election voted for Trump even after four years of blatant 
lies, hypocrisy, racism, nepotism, corruption, narcissism, bul-
lying, boorishness, sexual abuse, defiance of the law, divisive-
ness, pettiness, general incompetence and childish petulance. Is 
there nothing in that list that repels those Catholics? Why not?

One reason may be that men who are supposed to guide 
Catholics in their lives as Christians told them to overlook those 
failings. Bishop Joseph Strickland said, “As the bishop of Tyler 
[Texas] I endorse” a priest’s message that said, “Repent of your 
support of that [Democratic] party and its platform or face the 
fires of hell.”

After the terrorist attack and the invasion of the Capitol, Bish-
op Strickland spoke of “a sad day” and said that “we have to 
turn to God.” He did not say that the turn to God would include 
repentance on his part for laying the groundwork, nor did he say 
anything about hell for terrorists.

He is only one of several bishops and priests who pandered to 
Trump and Trumpism. The question is, where are the US bish-
ops who disagree with him? 

— By Fr William Grimm, MM, ucanews

The devil is a better loser 
than Donald Trump

It was never about “pro-life.” Many 
Americans, including Catholics, voted 
for Donald Trump because they be-

lieved he was “pro-life.” Those who did 
were conned by the con artist himself. 
Others knew but did not care that his 
claimed “pro-life” stance and his revolv-
ing membership in the Republican Party 
were born less of personal conviction 
than of political expediency. As pundit 
Pat Cunningham has said: Some like him 
because “he hates the same people they 
hate.” The sea of white faces in the mob 
that attacked and ransacked the Capitol 
tells the story.

In 2017, a team of 27 alarmed mental 
health professionals wrote a book, The 
Dangerous Case of Donald Trump, at-
tempting to warn of the danger he posed 
to the US and the world. They described 
an impulsive, callous man with a history 
of multiple failed businesses. This “has 
been” reality TV personality was revealed 
as a hedonist who cared only about his 
own self-interest. He had a reputation for 
abusing women, borrowing money that 
he did not pay back and getting revenge 
against people he deemed disloyal to him. 
His resume suggested sociopathic narcis-
sism.

We elected him president of the United 
States.

The psychiatrists and psychologists 
turned to the Hare Psychopathy Index 
to help describe a profile of Trump. In 
him, the authors recognised the patterns 
of exploiting, lying, blaming, manipulat-
ing, entitlement, impulsive behaviour and 
avoiding responsibility that characterises 
the narcissistic sociopath.

The sociopath typically has a history of 
cruelty, feeling neither guilt nor remorse 
for hurting others. They are vindictive, 
lacking in empathy, and rarely learn from 
their mistakes. If well-funded, they often 
escape penalty for wrongdoing. Using 
real-life examples from Trump's life: a 
sociopath has no qualms about separat-
ing babies from their mothers, mocking 
a disabled reporter, ridiculing public fig-
ures or firing others at will. He will stop 
at nothing to get what he wants, including 
inciting violence.

So, how did this predatory con artist, 
who convinced so many Americans that 
there was a swamp he would drain, build 
a far murkier swamp instead of a wall?

The clues were emblazoned on the red 
hats and in the chants at every rally: Make 
America Great Again! Fake news! Lock 
her up! You’re fired! Drain the swamp! 
Build a wall! These slogans had the pow-
er to whip the crowd into a frenzy, giv-
ing Trump a fresh source of energy — or 
as psychologists would say, “narcissistic 
supplies.”

As he paced the stage, smiling, clap-
ping, egging them on, he did not need 
to offer a substantive political message. 
The glib slogans, chanted at every rally, 
gave him cover for an incoherent foreign 
policy and distraction from the absence of 
a national plan to address the deadly coro-
navirus — the suffering it causes never 
seemed to bother him. 

The swamp metaphor, not original to 
Trump, was repeated hundreds of times 
in tweets, hashtags and rallies. Its prolific 
use hinted at a metaphorical “swamp” in-
side of Trump, a dismal gathering of for-

bidden impulses and traits that he needed 
to hide.

To keep from being exposed, Trump, 
like many with narcissistic/sociopathic 
traits, makes frequent use of psychologi-
cal defence mechanisms. Among them is 
projection, whereby his own deep impuls-
es and attributes are denied by ascribing 
them to others.

For example, did a president who has 
been reported to harbour profound inse-
curities project his own internal sense of 
smallness onto “little Marco,” (Rubio) 
his well-documented ease of lying onto 
“Lyin’ Ted” (Cruz) or his multiple sus-
pected crimes onto “crooked Hillary” 
(Clinton)? How ironic that the “lock her 
up” chant could now become his own 
fate. And is “crazy Joe” (Biden) just an in-
vitation to ignore the assertions of insanity 
that have always swirled around Trump? 

To the extent that his adolescent name-
calling sometimes got more press than his 
lack of leadership, his method worked. 
But if we had listened more closely to his 
disparaging monikers and connected the 
dots, we would have had a roadmap to his 
mind and his plans.

America and the rest of the world now 
bear the battle scars of four years under 
Trump’s failed leadership. In the end, 
with the “divide and conquer” style of the 
sociopath, American democracy has been 
wounded and its core tenets damaged. It 
will take time to rid our country of alter-
native “facts” and to heal families divided 
by false reports of election fraud, misin-
formation about voting machines and a 
catalogue of lies that have overwhelmed 
fact-checkers.

Delusional cult leaders create delusion-
al followers. In the televised scenes of the 
Jan 6 attempted coup at the US Capitol, 
we saw alarming images of this “collec-
tive delusion” in our national psyche. 
Scattered among the confederate flags, 
MAGA caps, neo-Nazi insignias and a 
“Camp Auschwitz” T-shirt, there were 
also signs declaring that “Jesus Saves.”

Many who viewed these scenes were 
shocked by this conflation of right-wing 
politics and religion, specifically white 
supremacy and Christianity. But this is 
neither shocking nor surprising. Despite 
long-standing protestations, beneath the 
rhetoric of “liberty and justice for all,” this 
is who we are — or at least who a large 
swath of our citizens are.

More than 74 million people voted 
for Trump in 2020. For the 81 per cent 
of white evangelicals who cast their bal-
lots for him, this is a predictable statis-
tic. From the early 1970s, Jerry Falwell, 
James Dobson and Pat Robertson have 
framed and fanned the religious right’s 
political agenda. 

But what about Catholics? How do we 
explain the fact that nearly 57 per cent 
of white Catholics voted for Trump in 
this last election? Or that many Catholic 
bishops likely cast their ballots for him as 
well? How did the leaders of the Catholic 
Church and so many of its members get 
pulled into this quicksand of resentment, 
this hijacking of the Gospel?

The answer to these questions is com-
plex, but we offer four major reasons:

The complicity of Catholic lead-
ers with right-wing politics. The moral 
credibility of the Catholic Church, already 

crippled by the sex abuse crisis, has been 
further damaged by the US Bishops’ Con-
ference aligning itself with fundamental-
ist religion and right-wing politics. To be 
sure, there are a dozen or more courageous 
bishops who have spoken out against this, 
but they stand in stark contrast to those 
bishops who publicly supported Trump. 
And the rest? It appears they settled for 
the “silence of the shepherds.”

The assault on truth. Decades before 
the election of 2016, the “politics of re-
sentment” was already well established in 
the Republican Party. When Trump seized 
on the “birther” issue against Barack 
Obama, he was simply riding a wave of 
misinformation that had been building for 
years. Now millions of citizens, including 
many Catholics, live in an alternate uni-
verse created by the real “fake news” of 
Facebook, Parler, Fox News, Rush Lim-
baugh and QAnon. The truth is this insur-
rection on Capitol Hill was not a protest; 
it was domestic terrorism wrapped in the 
flag and carrying a Bible. For a Church 
that emphasises the centrality of truth, this 
is a baffling collaboration with falsehood.

The failure of prophetic imagination. 
The Second Vatican Council ended more 
than 50 years ago, but the institutional 
church in the US has failed to create a 
communication network to implement 
its vision and practice. Instead, the bish-
ops have, by a failure of initiative and 
imagination, allowed EWTN to become 
the voice of Catholicism. The worldwide 
reach of EWTN evolved from pre-Vatican 
II traditional piety to advocating for right-
wing partisan politics. EWTN anchor 
Raymond Arroyo is a frequent guest on 
Laura Ingram’s Fox News programme. 
Is this really how the Church intends to 
evangelise our culture?

Resistance to the pastoral vision of 
Pope Francis. Despite their polite rheto-
ric, the US bishops, as a group, have not 
affirmed the prophetic vision and pastoral 
practice of Francis. If anything, they have 
passively resisted it and, at times, actively 
rejected it. This, in turn, has given encour-
agement to right-wing Catholic move-
ments to become more vocal in their op-
position to Francis. Timothy Busch, the 
Napa Institute, the Knights of Columbus, 
William Barr, Steve Bannon and the Fed-
eralist Society now lead the lay resistance 
to Francis and the opposition to finishing 
the work of Vatican II. 

How are we to respond to this painful 
reality? We offer not advice, but an image 
of active hope. Following the riots in the 
Capitol, US Rep. Andy Kim spent almost 
two hours on his knees picking up debris 
on the floor of the Rotunda before return-
ing to the congressional caucus to cer-
tify the election of Joe Biden and Kamala 
Harris. Kim is the first Asian American 
congressional representative from New 
Jersey.

His response is a challenge to each of 
us. What can we do now? We can kneel 
and pick up the broken promises of jus-
tice, the scattered pieces of the Gospel. We 
can kneel as humble servants to clean up 
the debris of fear and hatred. And we the 
people, all the people, can stand together 
in the long road of healing. — By Dr Sr 
Fran Ferder, fspa, Ph.D., D.Min and 
Fr John Heagle, M.A., J.C.L., LMHC, 
National Catholic Reporter

How Catholics got 
conned by Donald Trump
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The Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity in 2021 was prepared 
by the Monastic Community 

of Grandchamp. The theme that was 
chosen,“Abide in my love and you 
shall bear much fruit,” is based on 
John 15:1-17 and expresses Grand-
champ Community’s vocation to 
prayer, reconciliation and unity in the 
church and the human family.

In the 1930s a number of Reformed 
women from French-speaking Swit-
zerland who belonged to a group 
known as the “Ladies of Morges” re-
discovered the importance of silence 
in listening to the Word of God. At the 
same time they revived the practice 
of spiritual retreats to nourish their 

life of faith, inspired by the example 
of Christ who went apart to a lonely 
place to pray. They were soon joined 
by others who took part in regularly 
organized retreats in Grandchamp, a 
small hamlet near the shores of Lake 
Neuchâtel. It became necessary to pro-
vide a permanent presence of prayer 
and welcome for the growing number 
of guests and retreatants.

Today the community has fifty sis-
ters, all from different generations, 
Church traditions, countries and conti-
nents. In their diversity the sisters are 
a living parable of communion. They 
remain faithful to a life of prayer, life 
in community and the welcoming of 
guests. The sisters share the grace of 

their monastic life with visitors and 
volunteers who go to Grandchamp for 
a time of retreat, silence, healing or in 
search of meaning.

The first sisters experienced the 
pain of division between the Christian 
churches. In this struggle they were 
encouraged by their friendship with 
Abbé Paul Couturier, a pioneer of the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
Therefore, from its earliest beginnings 
prayer for Christian unity was at the 
heart of the life of the community.

This commitment, together with 
Grandchamp’s fidelity to the three pil-
lars of  prayer, community life and hos-
pitality, forms the foundations of these 
materials.

Abide in my love and you shall 
bear much fruit (cf. Jn 15:5-9)

The French words for monk and 
nun (moine/moniale) come from 

the Greek μόνος which means alone 
and one. Our hearts, bodies and 
minds, far from being one, are often 
scattered, being pulled in several di-
rections. The monk or nun desires to 
be one in his or her self and united 
with Christ. “Abide in me as I abide 
in you,” Jesus tells us (Jn 15:4a). An 
integrated life presupposes a path 
of self-acceptance, of reconciliation 
with our personal and inherited his-
tories.

Jesus said to the disciples, “abide 
in my love” (Jn 15:9). He abides in 
the love of the Father (Jn 15:10) and 
desires nothing other than to share 
this love with us: “I have called you 
friends, because I have made known 

to you everything that I have heard 
from my Father” (Jn 15:15b). Grafted 
into the vine, which is Jesus himself, 
the Father becomes the vinedresser 
who prunes us to make us grow. This 
describes what happens in prayer. 
The Father is the centre of our lives, 
who centres our lives. He prunes us 
and makes us whole, and whole hu-
man beings give glory to the Father.

Abiding in Christ is an inner atti-
tude that takes root in us over time. 
It demands space to grow. It can be 
overtaken by the struggle for the ne-
cessities of life and it is threatened 
by the distractions, noise, activity 
and the challenges of life. In the tur-
moil of Europe in 1938, Geneviève 
Micheli, who would later become 
Mother Geneviève, the first mother 

of the community, wrote these lines 
which remain relevant today: 

We live in a time that is both trou-
bling and magnificent, a danger-
ous time where nothing preserves 
the soul, where rapid and wholly 
human achievements seem to 
sweep beings away ... I think that 
our civilisation will die in this 
collective madness of noise and 
speed, where no being can think 
… We Christians, who know the 
full value of a spiritual life, have 
an immense responsibility and 
must realise it, unite and help each 
other create forces of calmness, 
refuges of peace, vital centres 
where the silence of people calls 
on the creative word of God. It is a 
question of life and death.

To abide in God’s love is to be 
reconciled with oneself

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity — January 18-25, 2021

“My Father is glorified by this, 
that you bear much fruit” 

(Jn 15:8). We cannot bear fruit on 
our own. We cannot bear fruit sepa-
rated from the vine. It is the sap, the 
life of Jesus flowing through us, that 
produces fruit. Remaining in Jesus’s 
love, remaining a branch of the vine, 
is what allows his life to flow through 
us.

When we listen to Jesus his life 
flows through us. Jesus invites us to 
let his word abide in us (John 15:7) 
and then whatever we ask will be 
done for us. By his Word we bear 
fruit. As persons, as a community, as 
the entire Church, we wish to unite 
ourselves to Christ in order to keep 
his commandment of loving one an-
other as He has loved us (Jn 15:12). 

Abiding in Christ until 
we bear fruit

Communion with Christ demands 
communion with others. Doro-

theus of Gaza, a monk in Palestine 
in the sixth century, expressed this in 
the following way;

Imagine a circle drawn on the 
ground, that is, a line drawn in a 
circle with a compass, and a cen-
tre. Imagine that the circle is the 
world, the centre is God, and the 
radii are the different paths or 
ways people live. When the saints, 
desiring to draw near to God, 
walk toward the middle of the 
circle, to the extent that they pen-
etrate its interior, they draw closer 
to each other; and the closer they 
draw to each other, the closer they 
come to God. Understand that the 
same thing applies conversely, 

when we turn away from God 
and withdraw toward the outside. 
It then becomes obvious that the 
more we move away from God, 
the more we move away from 
each other, and the more we move 
away from each other, the more 
we also move away from God.
Moving closer to others, living 

together in community with others, 
sometimes people very different 
from ourselves, can be challenging. 
The sisters of Grandchamp know this 
challenge and for them the teaching 
of Brother Roger of Taizé is very 
helpful:

“There is no friendship without 
purifying suffering. There is no love 
of one’s neighbour without the cross. 
The cross alone allows us to know 

the unfathomable depth of love.”
Divisions among Christians, mov-

ing away from one another, are a 
scandal because they also imply 
moving further away from God. 
Many Christians, moved to sorrow 
by this situation, pray fervently to 
God for the restoration of the unity 
for which Jesus prayed. Christ’s 
prayer for unity is an invitation to 
turn back to him and so come closer 
to one another, rejoicing in the rich-
ness of our diversity.

As we learn from community life, 
efforts at reconciliation are costly 
and demand sacrifice. We are sus-
tained by the prayer of Christ, who 
desires that we might be one, as he is 
one with the Father, so that the world 
may believe (cf. Jn 17:21).

Abiding in Christ, the source of all love, 
the fruit of communion grows

Virtual celebration in Kuala Lumpur

Though we, as Christians, abide in 
the love of Christ, we also live in 

a creation that groans as it waits to be 
set free (Rom 8). In the world we wit-
ness the evils of suffering and conflict. 
Through solidarity with those who 
suffer, we allow the love of Christ to 
flow through us. The paschal mystery 
bears fruit in us when we offer love 
to our brothers and sisters and nurture 
hope in the world.

Spirituality and solidarity are in-
separably linked. Abiding in Christ, 
we receive the strength and wisdom 
to act against structures of injustice 
and oppression, to fully recognise 

ourselves as brothers and sisters in 
humanity, and to be creators of a new 
way of living, with respect for and in 
communion with all of creation. The 
summary of the rule of life that the 
sisters of Grandchamp recite together 
each morning begins with the words 
“pray and work that God may reign”. 
Prayer and everyday life are not two 
separate realities but are meant to 
be united. All that we experience is 
meant to become an encounter with 
God.

For the eight days of the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity in 2021, 
we propose a journey of prayer:

Abiding in Christ the fruit of 
solidarity and witness grows

Day 1: 
Day 2: 
Day 3: 

Day 4: 

Day 5: 

Day 6: 
Day 7: 
Day 8: 

Called by God: “You did not choose me but I chose you” (Jn 15:16a)
Maturing internally: “Abide in me as I abide in you” (Jn 15:4a)
Forming one body: “Love one another as I have loved you” (Jn 
15:12b)
Praying together: “I do not call you servants any longer … but I have 
called you friends” (Jn 15:15)
Letting oneself be transformed by the Word: “You have already been 
pruned by the word…” (Jn 15:3)
Welcoming others: “Go and bear fruit, fruit that will last” (Jn 15:16b)
Growing in unity: “I am the vine, you are the branches” (Jn 15:5a)
Reconciling with all of creation: “So that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be complete” (Jn 15:11)

Source: https://www.oikoumene.org/

KUALA LUMPUR: This year’s cel-
ebration on Jan 21 will be a virtual 
one due to the MCO and the state of 
emergency. Segments of the “Order of 
celebration” will be pre-recorded. The 
organising team members from the dif-
ferent participating churches in the city 

centre with its volunteer technical staff 
hopes that this ecumenical celebration 
will reach out to viewers from all over 
Malaysia and especially those in the city.

This is the sixth time that this Chris-
tian Unity Week ecumenical Prayer cel-
ebration has been held since it started in 

2016 when the Cathedral of St John the 
Evangelist was the host.  In 2017 it was 
hosted by the Presbyterian Church. In 
2018 by the Wesley Methodist Church, 
in 2019 hosted by the Lutheran Church, 
and in 2020 hosted by the Anglican 
Church.



“You can safely assume 
you’ve created God 
in your own image 

when it turns out that God hates 
all the same people you do” 
(Anne Lamott).

Those are words worth con-
templating, on all sides of the po-
litical and religious divide today. 
We live in a time of bitter divi-
sion. From our government of-
fices down to our kitchen tables 
there are tensions and divisions 
about politics, religion, and ver-
sions of truth that seem irrepara-
ble.  Sadly, these divisions have 
brought out the worst in us, in 
all of us. Common civility has 
broken down and brought with 
it something that effectively il-
lustrates the biblical definition of 
the “diabolic” – widespread lack 
of common courtesy, disrespect, 
demonisation and hatred of the 
other. All of us now smugly as-
sume that God hates all the same 
people we do. The polarisation 
around the recent USA elections, 
the storming of the USA Capi-
tol buildings by a riotous mob, 
the bitter ethical and religious 
debates about abortion, and the 
loss of a common notion of truth, 
have made clear that incivility, 

hatred, disrespect, and different 
notions of truth rule the day.

Where do we go with that? I 
am a theologian and not a poli-
tician or social analyst so what I 
say here has more to do with liv-
ing out Christian discipleship and 
basic human maturity than with 
any political response. Where do 
we go religiously with this?

Perhaps a helpful way to probe 
for a Christian response is to pose 
the question this way: what does 
it mean to love in a time like this?  
What does it mean to love in a 
time when people can no longer 
agree on what is true? How do we 
remain civil and respectful when 
it feels impossible to respect 
those who disagree with us?

In struggling for clarity with 
an issue so complex, sometimes 
it can be good to proceed via the 
Via Negativa, that is, by first ask-
ing what should we avoid doing. 
What should we not do today?

First, we should not bracket 
civility and legitimise disrespect 
and demonisation; but we should 
also not be unhealthily passive, 
fearful that speaking our truth 
will upset others. We may not 
disregard truth and let lies and 
injustices lie comfortable and 

unexposed. It is too simple to 
say that there are good people on 
both sides in order to avoid hav-
ing to make real adjudications 
vis-à-vis the truth. There are sin-
cere people on both sides, but 
sincerity can also be very mis-
guided. Lies and injustice need 
to be named. Finally, we must 
resist the subtle (almost impos-
sible to resist) temptation to al-
low our righteousness morph into 
self-righteousness, one of pride’s 
most divisive modalities. 

What do we need to do in the 
name of love? Fyodor Dosto-
evsky famously wrote that love 

is a harsh and fearful thing, and 
our first response should be to 
accept that. Love is a harsh thing 
and that harshness is not just 
the discomfort we feel when we 
confront others or find ourselves 
confronted by them. Love’s 
harshness is felt most acutely 
in the (almost indigestible) self-
righteousness we have to swal-
low in order to rise to a higher 
level of maturity where we can 
accept that God loves those we 
hate just as much as God loves 
us – and those we hate are just as 
precious and important in God’s 
eyes as we are.

Once we accept this, then we 
can speak for truth and justice. 
Then truth can speak to power, 
to “alternative truth”, and to the 
denial of truth.  That is the task. 
Lies must be exposed, and this 
needs to occur inside our politi-
cal debates, inside our churches, 
and at our dinner tables. That 
struggle will sometimes call us 
beyond niceness (which can be 
its own mammoth struggle for 
sensitive persons). However, 
while we cannot always be nice, 
we can always be civil and re-
spectful.

One of our contemporary pro-

phetic figures, Daniel Berrigan, 
despite numerous arrests for 
civil disobedience, steadfastly 
affirmed that a prophet makes a 
vow of love, not of alienation. 
Hence, in our every attempt to 
defend truth, to speak for justice, 
and to speak truth to power, our 
dominant tone must be one of 
love, not anger or hatred. Moreo-
ver, whether we are acting in 
love or alienation will always be 
manifest – in our civility or lack 
of it. No matter our anger, love 
still has some non-negotiables, 
civility and respect. Whenever 
we find ourselves descending to 
adolescent name-calling, we can 
be sure we have fallen out of dis-
cipleship, out of prophecy, and 
out of what is best inside us.

Finally, how we will respond 
to the times remains a deeply 
personal thing. Not all of us are 
called to do the same thing. God 
has given each of us unique gifts 
and a unique calling; some are 
called to loud protest, others to 
quiet prophecy. However, we 
are all called to ask ourselves 
the same question: given what 
is happening, what is love ask-
ing of me now? — By Fr Ron               
Rolheiser, all rights reserved  

 Fr Ron Rolheiser

What is love asking of  us now?
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VATICAN: In his message for the 
29th World Day of the Sick on 11 
February, Pope Francis urges a 
path of healing grounded in a trust-
ing and interpersonal relationship 
between the sick and those who 
care for them.

 “A society is all the more human 
to the degree that it cares effec-
tively for its most frail and suffer-
ing members, in a spirit of frater-
nal love,” said Pope Francis in his 
message for this year’s World Day 
of the Sick.

In order to fight hypocrisy and 
self-idolatry, he says, Jesus asks 
us to “stop and listen, to establish 
a direct and personal relationship 
with others, to feel empathy and 
compassion, and to let their suffer-
ing become our own as we seek to 
serve them,” the Pope says in the 
message, released by the Vatican 
on Tuesday. 

The Catholic Church marks the 
annual day on Feb 11, the feast of 
Our Lady of Lourdes. Instituted 
by Pope St John Paul II on May 
13, 1992, the first World Day of 
the Sick was marked the follow-
ing year. The theme of this year’s 
observance is, You have but one 
teacher and you are all brothers 
(Mt 23:8), which calls for “a trust-
based relationship to guide care for 
the sick”.

Pope Francis says that the annual 
day “is an opportunity to devote 
special attention to the sick and to 
those who provide them with as-
sistance and care both in healthcare 
institutions and within families 
and communities.”  He expresses 

his spiritual closeness and the 
Church’s loving concern for those 
suffering during the coronavirus 
pandemic, especially the poor and 
the marginalised. 

Fighting hypocrisy
Drawing attention to the theme of 
this year’s observance, the Pope 
warns Christians about the danger 
of “self-idolatry” when our “faith 
is reduced to empty words and we 
are unconcerned with the lives and 
needs of others.”

Noting that Jesus criticises those 
who “preach but do not practise”, 
the Pope says “none of us is im-
mune to the grave evil of hypoc-
risy, which prevents us from flour-
ishing as children of the one Father, 
called to live universal fraternity.”

Sickness and faith
Sickness, the Pope notes, makes 
us realise our own vulnerability 
and our innate need of others. It 
raises the question of life’s mean-
ing, which we bring before God in 
faith, in order to seek a new and 
deeper direction in our lives. 

In this regard, the Pope holds 
out the biblical figure of Job as a 
model. Abandoned by his wife 
and friends in his misfortune, he 
says, Job feels forlorn and misun-
derstood. Yet, he rejects hypocrisy 
and chooses the path of honesty to-
wards God and others.

The Lord hears Job’s cries and 
confirms that his suffering is not 
a punishment or a state of separa-
tion from God, much less a sign of 
God’s indifference.

Closeness between the 
“sick” and carers
The Pope says that sickness has 
many faces. They are the sick, as 
well as all those who are ignored, 
excluded and prey to social injus-
tices that deny their fundamental 
rights.

The current pandemic has exacer-
bated inequalities in our healthcare 
systems and exposed inefficiencies 
in the care of the sick, with the el-
derly, weak and vulnerable people 
not always granted access to care, 
or in an equitable manner. The 
pandemic has also highlighted the 
dedication and generosity of health-
care personnel, volunteers, support 
staff, priests, and men and women 
religious.

The Holy Father pays them hom-
age, saying they are “a silent mul-
titude of men and women” who 
“choose not to look the other way 
but to share the suffering of patients, 
whom they see as neighbours and 
members of our one human family.”

“Such closeness,” the Pope re-
marks, “is a precious balm that pro-
vides support and consolation to the 
sick in their suffering.”  As Chris-
tians, he says, we experience that 
closeness as a sign of the love of 
Jesus Christ, the Good Samaritan, 
who draws near with compassion 
to every man and woman wounded 
by sin. 

He says that as a community, we 
too are called to be merciful like the 
Father and to love in particular our 
frail, infirm and suffering brothers 
and sisters, leaving no one behind, 
especially those most in need.

Fraternal solidarity and 
relationship
Pope Francis then speaks about 
the importance of fraternal solidar-
ity towards our neighbours, which 
takes a variety of forms. “Serving 
means caring for the vulnerable of 
our families, our society, our peo-
ple.”  We are called to set aside our 
own wishes and desires, the pursuit 
of power, and look at the faces of 
the most vulnerable, touching their 
flesh, sensing their closeness and 
helping them. 

For a therapy to be effective, the 
Pope points out, “it must be rela-
tional, as it enables a holistic ap-
proach to the patient.”

This path of healing grounded in 
a trusting interpersonal relationship, 
he emphasises, can help doctors, 
nurses, professionals and volunteers 

in caring for the sick. This relation-
ship between the sick and carers, 
based on mutual trust and respect, 
openness and availability, he says, 
will help to overcome defensive 
attitudes, respect the dignity of the 
sick, safeguard the professionalism 
of healthcare workers, and foster a 
good relationship with the families 
of patients. 

Jesus, the Pope concludes, proves 
this by healing “not by magic but 
as the result of an encounter, an 
interpersonal relationship.” — By          
Robin Gomes, Vatican News

Click the link below for Pope’s message:
http://www.vatican.va/content/
f r a n c e s c o / e n / m e s s a g e s /
s i c k / d o c u m e n t s / p a p a -
francesco_20201220_giornata-
malato.html

Pope urges “trust-based relationship” in care for the sick
World Day of the Sick

Pope Francis blesses a sick person in Dhaka, Bangladesh, on 26 Nov. 2017. 
(Vatican News)

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/sick/documents/papa-francesco_20201220_giornata-malato.html
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Coronavirus vaccines: 
Frequently Asked Questions

Is there any scientific possibil-
ity that the Pfizer and Moderna 
vaccines will change human 
DNA?
No. Both these vaccines employ 
molecules called messenger RNA 
that have been synthesised in labora-
tories. After immunisation the mol-
ecules are designed to enter into cells 
within the body where they give the 
molecular instructions for those cells 
to produce the coronavirus spike 
protein. This is then released into 
the blood stream causing the body’s 
natural immune mechanisms to gen-
erate antibodies and immune cells 
against the spike protein. As a result 
the individual becomes immune 
to the coronavirus. The messenger 
RNA molecules themselves only 
survive in the body for a matter of 
hours following immunisation and 
they are then destroyed by normal 
cellular mechanisms. There is no sci-
entific or biological possibility that 
the messenger RNA molecules in the 
new vaccines are capable of chang-
ing human DNA. There is a com-
pletely different class of virus, called 
retroviruses, which do carry the abil-
ity to alter human DNA, and analysis 
of the human genetic code suggests 
that a significant part of our DNA 
originated in ancient retroviruses.
Is it true that the new covid 
vaccines have not undergone 
normal safety testing proce-
dures?
No. The new COVID vaccines have 
undergone the same extensive in-
dependent testing and scrutiny that 
all new medications must undergo 
in developed countries. All the can-
didate vaccines have been tested 
in carefully designed large Phase 3 
‘double blind’ studies which inves-
tigate the safety and efficacy of the 
vaccine compared with a harmless 
placebo. The results of the studies 
have been analysed by large numbers 
of independent experts and much of 
the data have been made publically 
available to scientists around the 
world. At the time in December 2020 
that the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines 
were approved tens of thousands of 
people had received both vaccines 
without any serious side effects.

It is true that the vaccine develop-
ment, testing and approval process 
has occurred much faster than nor-
mal, but this is because there have 
been extraordinary levels of fo-
cussed international scientific effort, 
massive funding and unprecedented 
cooperation between experts. Since 
mass immunisation campaigns 
started in December 2020, hundreds 
of thousands of people have already 
received the vaccine and detailed 
analysis of possible side effects is 
continuing. Although no biologi-
cally effective medication can ever 
be regarded as completely safe, the 
available data indicate that the Pfizer 
and Moderna vaccines have excel-
lent safety records, and they are in 
fact far safer than many medications 
such as aspirin and ibuprofen which 
are in common use.  

Is there hidden collusion be-
tween Western governments 
and big pharmaceutical com-
panies to hide adverse effects 
of the vaccines?
This concern has been amplified by 
the recent news that the UK Gov-
ernment granted the pharmaceutical 
company Pfizer a legal indemnity 
protecting it from legal action as 
a result of any problems with the 
vaccine. NHS staff providing the 
vaccine, as well as manufacturers 
of the drug, are also protected. It is 
important to understand that the as-
sessment of safety and efficacy of all 
new medications is undertaken by 
a large number of independent and 
highly experienced academic sci-
entists who are independent of both 
government control and payment by 
pharmaceutical companies. All the 
scientists involved are aware that 
their integrity and international repu-
tations depend totally on being seen 
to be honest, truthful and unbiased. 
If it subsequently became apparent 
that there had been some dishonesty 
or deception their careers and repu-
tations would be destroyed. From 
my personal experience of running 
a randomised clinical trial that was 
supervised under the same UK and 
US regulation I am confident that 
the information that has been made 
publically available on safety of the 
vaccines is as honest and accurate as 
possible.

The motivation for providing 
indemnity to the pharmaceutical 
companies is that literally billions of 
doses are intended to be given over 
the next few months. If extremely 
rare but serious side effects emerge, 
the potential litigation costs would 
rapidly bankrupt the companies de-
spite their immense capitalisation. In 
order to protect their shareholders’ 
interests the companies would have a 
duty to halt all vaccination around the 
world (possibly for months or years) 
as soon as the first serious side effect 
was announced. In order to prevent 
this possibility the UK Government 
has taken on legal responsibility. 
So legal protections remain for par-
ticipants but it is the government (ie 
taxpayers) who will have to pay. In 
fact, according to the Vaccine Dam-
ages Payments Act there will be a 
one-off payment of £120,000 to any 
person who is permanently disabled 
or harmed as a result of the vaccine. 

Similar arrangements have been 
made for previous vaccines such as 
the pertussis (whooping cough) vac-
cine.
Is it true that the new COVID 
vaccines contain tissues from 
an aborted foetus?
No. The Pfizer and Moderna vac-
cines employ messenger RNA mol-
ecules which have been synthesised 
artificially in laboratories. However, 
as part of the vaccine development 
process, the vaccines were tested 
using a so-called ‘immortal’ cell-
line called HEK-293. This cell line 
consists of continually multiplying 
cells which have been multiplying 
for more than 40 years. The original 
cells were said to have been obtained 
from a foetus (unborn baby) who 
underwent a legal abortion for other 
reasons in the Netherlands in 1973. 
No further abortions were performed 
as part of the vaccine development 
process and the vaccines do not 
contain any foetal tissue. The use 
of the HEK-293 cell-line does raise 
the question of whether the vac-
cine might be regarded as ‘morally 
tainted’. This is a complex question 
which I have discussed in an article 
called Coronavirus vaccines and 
Christian Ethics. At present there is 
no generally available coronavirus 
vaccine that has not been developed 
using HEK-293 cells.

Is it true that the risks of coro-
navirus infection have been 
massively exaggerated for 
political or other devious rea-
sons?
No. There is a consensus amongst 
epidemiologists, virologists and in-
fectious disease experts around the 
world that the current COVID-19 
pandemic is the most dangerous 
global health emergency since the 
Spanish influenza of 1918/19. There 
is already clear evidence that 2020 
has seen hundreds of thousands of 
excess deaths that would not have 
occurred without the pandemic. In 
addition to the tragic deaths, there 
is growing evidence of very signifi-
cant long-lasting complications in 
some survivors including strokes, 
heart problems, chronic lung condi-
tions and even long-lasting cognitive 
impairment. It now seems likely that 
many thousands if not millions of 
people will be living with the medi-
cal complications of coronavirus in-

fection for years to come.
Is it true that the coronavirus 
vaccines use covert surveil-
lance techniques created by 
Bill Gates?
No. None of the vaccines approved 
by regulatory authorities use covert 
surveillance techniques. Like many 
conspiracy theories, this one has its 
origin in a genuine news item. In 
December 2019 a group of US re-
searchers who were funded by the 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
published a research paper about 
a technology that was capable of 
placing a vaccination record on a 
patient’s skin using a smart-ink that 
could then be read by a smartphone. 
The research was not related to the 
coronavirus pandemic and the tech-
nology has not been further devel-
oped or implemented as yet.
Is it true that Western demo-
cratic governments are plan-
ning to make coronavirus vac-
cination compulsory?
No. At the time of writing, no West-
ern democratic governments have 
revealed plans to make vaccination 
compulsory. There are very strong 
legal and historic protections for in-
dividual liberty and conscience in 
most of these countries, and only 
totalitarian governments are likely 
to enforce vaccination. However it is 
likely that there will be public cam-
paigns to persuade as many people 
as possible to receive vaccination in 
order to raise the levels of immunity 
within the population as a whole.
Is it true that coronavirus vac-
cination may lead to infertility?
There is no strong scientific evidence 
to support this possibility. The exist-
ing clinical trials excluded pregnant 
women but this is standard practice 
in all clinical trials, to avoid the re-
mote possibility that a new medica-
tion might cause unanticipated harm 
to an unborn baby. The current UK 
advice is that people who are preg-
nant, breastfeeding, or who may get 
pregnant within three months of their 
first dose should not receive the vac-
cine, but this is out of concern for 
possible risks to the baby, not be-
cause of a risk of infertility.

It has been suggested that there 
is a small overlap in the amino acid 
sequences of the coronavirus spike 
protein and an important placental 

protein called syncytin-1. Hence if 
the body creates antibodies against 
the spike protein they might inad-
vertently attack the placental pro-
tein. This is a theoretical possibility 
that remains entirely speculative and 
most experts in the area think it is ex-
tremely unlikely. If the mechanism 
turns out to be true then it is theoreti-
cally possible that infection with the 
natural coronavirus might inadvert-
ently lead to later infertility. How-
ever there is absolutely no evidence 
to support this at present.
Is it true that volunteers have 
died as a result of receiving 
experimental coronavirus vac-
cines?
There were two deaths amongst 
the 21,000 people who received the 
Pfizer vaccine but after extensive in-
vestigation by independent scientists 
they were determined to be unrelat-
ed, chance events. For comparison, 
there were four deaths that occurred 
by chance in the 21,000 people who 
received the inactive placebo, so one 
might conclude that being injected 
with salt water was more dangerous 
than receiving the vaccine!

Shortly following the commence-
ment of immunisation with the Pfizer 
vaccine in the UK two health profes-
sionals, who both had a previous a 
history of life-threatening allergy, 
developed serious allergic responses 
to the vaccine. It appears that the 
two individuals did not suffer last-
ing ill-effects, but the UK advice was 
modified following these incidents 
to recommend that people with a his-
tory of very severe allergic responses 
(called anaphylaxis) should not re-
ceive the vaccine. 
Is it true that the virus mutates 
so rapidly that vaccines will 
become rapidly ineffective?
It is well known that the influenza vi-
rus mutates continuously and hence 
a new influenza vaccine has to be 
developed every year. At present the 
evidence suggests that the Covid-19 
virus is more genetically stable than 
the influenza virus, and experts hope 
that the current vaccines will remain 
active for longer than one year. How-
ever there is simply not enough ex-
perience with the Covid-19 virus to 
be able to predict the likelihood of 
future mutations. — By Emeritus 
Professor Dr John Wyatt, ICN

John Wyatt is Professor of Ethics and 
Perinatology at University College London 
and also Emeritus Professor of Neonatal 
Paediatrics, Ethics & Perinatology at 
University College London. He was Co-
Principal Investigator for a research 
project based at the Faraday Institute 
investigating the implications for human 
self-understanding of recent advances in 
artificial intelligence and robotic technology.

Now retired from frontline medical practice, he is focussing 
on the ethical, philosophical and theological issues raised by 
rapidly advancing technology.

A lady receives COVID vaccine. (NCR photo via AP)

(www. johnwyatt.com)
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What Catholics need to know 
The Year of St Joseph

Last December, Pope 
Francis announced a 
Year of St Joseph, in 

honour of the 150th anniver-
sary of the saint’s proclama-
tion as patron of the Universal 
Church.

Pope Francis said he was 
establishing the year so that 
“every member of the faithful, 
following his example, may 
strengthen their life of faith 
daily in the complete fulfil-
ment of God’s will.”

Here’s what you need to 
know about the Year of St Jo-
seph.

Why does the Church 
have years dedicated to 
specific topics?
The Church observes the pas-
sage of time through the li-
turgical calendar — which 
includes feasts such as Easter 
and Christmas, and seasons 
such as Lent and Advent. In 
addition, however, popes can 
set aside time for the Church 
to reflect more deeply on a 
specific aspect of Catholic 
teaching or belief. Past years 
designated by recent popes in-
clude a Year of Faith, Year of 
the Eucharist, and Jubilee Year 
of Mercy. 

Keningau Diocese launches Year of St Joseph
KENINGAU: The Diocese of Keningau 
launched the Year of St Joseph on the Feast-
day of the Holy Family, Dec 27.

The launch began with a Eucharistic cele-
bration presided by Bishop Cornelius Piong at 
Holy Family Pilgrimage Centre, Nulu Soso-
pon. It was broadcasted live via Facebook and 
Youtube.

With the theme, With the Heart of a Father, 
Bishop Cornelius, while admiring the impres-
sive fatherhood and holiness of St Joseph, 
hoped that the chosen theme would spark 
inspiration, examplary figure of family life 
especially for fathers in raising up a family 
against all odds of this modern world.

He said, perhaps all this while the Church 
has rarely touched on the role of fathers, there-
fore, following the proclamation of the Holy 
Father Francis who had declared Year 2021 as 
the Year of St Joseph, the Diocese of Kenin-
gau also had taken this opportunity to take a 
closer look at St Joseph’s life while protecting 

and raising up the Holy Family.
Describing the life of Joseph and Mary who 

faced various challenges and tribulations be-
fore and after the birth of Jesus, the Prelate 
highlighted the message that a holy family is a 
Christ-centred family.

“In facing obstacles, Joseph always hoped 
for God’s intervention in his life. Mary, while 
not fully understanding God’s plan for her, 
surrendered and allowed God’s plan to hap-
pen in her. And because of their faith and total 
submission to God, Jesus was born into their 
family. ”

Further he said, “A holy life is not a life 
without problems or a peaceful life, but rather 
a daily struggle for fathers, mothers and chil-
dren in trusting all to God, because He is Em-
manuel, God who accompanies and protects.”

The prelate also advised couples who are 
planning for marriage to have better under-
standing of married life and also on how to 
raise the family in a Christian way. “Nowa-

days, preparation for marriage is more world-
ly and less divine, but remember that marriage 
itself is the mission of love, commission to 
build a holy family.”

He explained, “Parents and youth, especial-
ly those in the process of preparing to enter the 
married life, need to pay attention to the divine 
aspects of marriage and family.

“As Christians, do not be too influenced by 
your worldly nature. It is rightful for Catholics 
who intend to get married to prioritise the di-
vine aspect” said the Bishop, who strongly en-
courages prospective married couples to take 
time to attend retreats, seminars or reflections 
before uttering the wedding vow. 

At the end of his homily, Bishop Cornelius 
said he hopes that the Feast of the Holy Fam-
ily and the launch of St Joseph’s Year can help 
us understand family, marriage vows, the role 
of parents in accordance with God’s will, rath-
er than from a worldly perspective.

Prayer for the 
Year of St Joseph

The launching of the Year of St Joseph by Bishop Cornelius Piong at the Cathedral of St Francis Xavier.

Why did the Pope declare a 
year of St Joseph?
In making his declaration, Pope 
Francis noted that this year marks 
the 150th anniversary of the saint’s 
proclamation as patron of the Uni-
versal Church by Pope Pius IX on 
Dec. 8, 1870.

Pope Francis said the coronavi-
rus pandemic has heightened his 
desire to reflect on St Joseph, as 
so many people during the pan-
demic have made hidden sacrifices 
to protect others, just as St Joseph 
quietly protected and cared for 
Mary and Jesus.

“Each of us can discover in Jo-
seph — the man who goes unno-
ticed, a daily, discreet and hidden 
presence — an intercessor, a sup-
port and a guide in times of trou-
ble,” the Pope wrote.

He also said he wanted to high-
light St Joseph’s role as a father 
who served his family with charity 
and humility, adding, “Our world 
today needs fathers.”

When does the Year of St Jo-
seph begin and end?
The year begins Dec 8, 2020, and 
concludes on Dec 8, 2021.

What special graces are 
available during this year?
As Catholics pray and reflect on 

the life of St Joseph throughout the 
coming year, they also have op-
portunities to gain a plenary indul-
gence, or remission of all temporal 
punishment due to sin. An indul-
gence can be applied to oneself or 
to a soul in Purgatory.

An indulgence requires a spe-
cific act, defined by the Church, 
as well as sacramental confession, 
Eucharistic Communion, prayer 
for the pope’s intentions, and full 
detachment from sin.

Special indulgences during the 
Year of St. Joseph can be received 
through more than a dozen differ-
ent prayers and actions, includ-
ing praying for the unemployed, 
entrusting one’s daily work to St. 
Joseph, performing a corporal or 
spiritual work of mercy, or medi-
tating for at least 30 minutes on the 
Lord’s Prayer.

 
Why does the Church honour 
St Joseph?
Catholics do not worship saints, 
but ask for their heavenly inter-
cession before God and seek to 
imitate their virtues here on earth. 
The Catholic Church honours St 
Joseph as the foster father of Jesus. 
He is invoked as the patron saint 
of the Universal Church. He is also 
the patron of workers, fathers, and 
a happy death. — CNA

To you, O blessed Joseph,
do we come in our tribulation,
and having implored the help                                 

of your most holy Spouse, we confidently 
invoke your patronage also.

Through that charity which bound you
to the Immaculate Virgin Mother of God

and through the paternal love
with which you embraced the Child Jesus,

we humbly beg you graciously to 
regard the inheritance which Jesus 
Christ has purchased by his Blood,                                    
and with your power and strength                                                   

to aid us in our necessities.

O most watchful guardian                                       
of the Holy Family, defend the chosen 

children of Jesus Christ;
O most loving father, ward off from us

every contagion of error                                      
and corrupting influence;

O our most mighty protector, be kind to us
and from heaven assist us in our struggle

with the power of darkness.

As once you rescued                                              
the Child Jesus from deadly peril,
so now protect God’s Holy Church

from the snares of the enemy 
and from all adversity;                                                         

shield, too, each one of us by your 
constant protection,

so that, supported by your example and 
your aid, we may be able to live piously,                    

to die in holiness, and to obtain                                                        
eternal happiness in heaven. Amen.

(A Prayer Of Plenary Indulgence                           
On Wednesdays Or Any Day during                    
This Holy Year Of St. Joseph 2021)
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Dear children,

In our Bible story today, Jesus 
was walking along beside the sea 
of Galilee preaching the good news 
of God when he made a call for 
help. He saw Peter and Andrew 
throwing a net into the water, be-
cause they were fishermen. 
He called out to them, "Come, 

follow me and I will teach you how 
to fish for people." 
Children, Jesus wanted Peter 

and Andrew to help Him teach 
people about God's love for them. 
When Jesus called Peter and 

Andrew, they didn't say, "Not 
right now, we are busy fishing. 
Maybe some other time." No way! 
The Bible tells us that they left 
their nets and followed Jesus.
Jesus, Peter, and Andrew had 

gone a little farther when they 
saw James and John sitting in a 
boat mending their nets. When 
Jesus saw them, He called to 
them, "Follow me." 
They didn't say, "Not right now, 

we're busy mending our nets. Per-
haps some other time." No, the 
Bible says that they left their fa-
ther sitting in the boat with the 
hired hands and followed Jesus.
Jesus is still calling for help to-

day. He has called you and me to 
help him to bring others into God's 
Kingdom. 
Children, when Jesus calls us, 

what will we say? What will we 
do? I hope and pray that we drop 
whatever we are doing and answer 
the call.

Aunty Eliz

ACROSS
To move along behind someone
Two or more males who have the 
same parents
Open fabric made of threads or 
cords used to catch fish (Plural)
Men, women and children: human 
beings

1.
4.

5.

6.

BOAT

SHORE

PEOPLE

WALK

FISH

FOLLOW

NETS

BROTHERS

Heavenly Father, we want to be faithful 
in answering the call to discipleship. 
We want to fish for people — just like 
Peter, Andrew, James, and John. In 
Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

JOHN
KINGDOM
ANDREW

GOOD
NEWS

BOAT
REPENT
COME

CASTING
GALILEE

SEA
FOLLOW

FISHERMEN
NETS

BROTHER

JAMES
SIMON

BELIEVE
FATHER

LAKE 

We have 
found the 
Messiah” 

(John 1:41)

Let's Colour

FISHING FOR PEOPLE 

DOWN
An animal without legs that lives in 
water
To move along by putting one foot 
in front of the other
The  land along the edge of a sea, 
lake or wide river
A small vehicle for travelling on 
water

1.

2.

3.

4.

“Come, follow me and I 
will show you how to fish 
for people!” (Mat 4:19)

WORD SEARCH
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TURIN, Italy: The Taizé community hosted 
its 43rd annual European meeting in a for-
mat which has become increasingly com-
mon this year: online.

Originally planned to take place in the 
Italian city of Turin, the virtual encounter 
ran from Dec 27 until Jan 1.

Pope Francis joined in the annual celebra-

tion with a message signed by Cardinal Sec-
retary of State Pietro Parolin.

Beacons of hope
In his message, the Pope commended the 
young members of Taizé for showing “crea-
tivity and imagination” and for finding “a 
completely new way” to get together.

Rather than an exclusively European 
event, this year’s meeting was open to par-
ticipants from around the globe.

“May these days, during which you pray 
together and support one another in faith 
and trust,” said Pope Francis, “help you to 
hope ‘in season and out of season’.”

Even the online nature of their encoun-
ter is a reason to find hope, added the Holy 
Father.

Courage to follow Christ
Citing his recent encyclical Fratelli tutti, the 
Pope reminded the young people of Taizé 
that “no one can face life in isolation.”

JOHOR BAHRU: What 
is spirituality? Are there 
different types of spiritu-

alities? How can I deepen my 
own spirituality? What about  
Carmelite Spirituality? Does 
it somehow involve popcorn? 
Well, buckle up because Malac-
ca Johore Diocese Young Peo-
ple Network (MJDYPN) will be 
delving into these very topics 
this coming February! We are 
pleased to welcome Fr Philip 
Tay, OCD to facilitate these 
sessions which will be held over 
Zoom throughout the second 
month of the year. 

Fr. Philip Tay, OCD hails from Ma-
lacca and attended St Francis Institution 
for both his primary and secondary edu-
cation. After his SPM he furthered his 
studies in Mechanical and Manufactur-
ing Engineering at Tunku Abdul Rah-
man College, Kuala Lumpur. During his 
campus life, he was actively involved 
in the Catholic Students Society as well 
as the youth movement in his parish. 
He joined the Carmelite Order in 2013 

and had his formation in Singapore, 
Taiwan and Australia. He was ordained 
a Deacon in Australia in 2019 and was 
ordained a priest on Aug 6, 2020 at the 
Church of St Francis Xavier, PJ. He is 
currently based in Seremban, Negeri 
Sembilan. 

The sessions that Fr Tay will be con-
ducting will start with an introduction to 
spirituality and also Carmelite spiritual-
ity. Next he will delve into the Practice 
of the Presence of God by Lawrence of 
the Resurrection and also focus on a 
particular Saint, Therese of Lisieux, on 
her spirituality and writings. This will 
help participants with their own practice 
of being in the presence of God and the 
practice of St Therese’s ‘Little Way,’ in 
daily living. 

A total of eight sessions will be given, 
four in English and four in Bahasa Ma-
laysia, and they will be conducted over 
Zoom beginning at 8.30pm on the dates 
stated on the poster. This programme 
is opened to young people aged 18 and 
above and the link and Zoom ID for the 
meeting will be given after a success-
ful registration has taken place. You 
can register yourself by clicking this 
link: https://forms.gle/MaHQ1Zxe6Tm-
4DTkn7 or by scanning the QR Code.
We hope to see you there! — MJDYPN 
Team 

A file photo of young people praying at the Taizé Community before the pandemic. 

A spirituality series with Fr Philip Tay, OCD

Pope urges Taizé community to spread hope in trying times
Everyone needs community, he said, 

urging them to avoid spreading despair 
and mistrust, which neutralizes the hope 
given by the Spirit of the Risen Christ.

“Let yourselves be filled with hope,” 
said Pope Francis. “It will give you the 
courage to follow Christ and to work to-
gether with and for the most needy, es-
pecially those who find it difficult to face 
the hardships of the present moment.”

Culture of encounter
Finally, the Pope encouraged partici-
pants in the Taizé virtual meeting to “de-
velop a culture of encounter and frater-
nity, and to walk together towards that 
horizon of hope unveiled by the Resur-
rection of Christ.”

And he extended his Apostolic Bless-
ing upon all members of the Taizé com-
munity and all those taking part in this 
year’s international meeting. — By 
Devin Watkins, Vatican News
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KUCHING: A group of students 
gathered in SEGi College Sarawak 
to establish a Catholic campus 
ministry group recently. The plan 
was started by Dylen Jau, a stu-
dent doing a Diploma Course in 
Law. The chairman of Kuching 
Archdiocesan Youth Commis-
sion (KAYC), Fr Ramon Borja 
SDB, KAYC Youth Minister in-
charge of campus ministry, Maria 
Amella, and the Club Advisor and 
faculty member of SEGi, Sharon 
Mohan, joined the meeting to give 
the students support and guidance.

At the meeting, Dylen gave 
a brief introduction about cam-
pus ministry. He proposed to the 
group that they be called SCCS, 
SEGi Catholic Students Society, 
and that their vision is to know, to 
Love and to serve God. Dylen told 
everyone, “The society would be 
a medium for Catholic students in 
SEGi College to gather and pray 
together while building a good 
relationship with God and among 
one another as brothers and sis-
ters in Christ. SCSS will also take 
care of the spiritual and integral 
welfare of the Catholic students 
in SEGi.” (Dylen Jau in SCSS 
Launching Ceremony, 2020).

After the preliminaries, they 

held an election of the heads of 
the various committees for SCCS. 
These elected leaders of the soci-
ety will serve until 2021.

After some preparatory meet-
ings, the day came for the formal 
and official inauguration of the 
society. On Oct 17, 2020, SEGi 
Catholic Students Society (SCSS) 
was officially launched. It has be-
come duly recognised by the SEGi 
College Management and by the 
Archdiocese of Kuching. 

The presence and invaluable 
support of Sharon Mohan, the 
Advisor of SCSS, of Ng, the Stu-
dent Affairs Officer of SEGi Col-
lege, and the team from Kuching 
Archdiocesan Youth Commission, 
namely Fr Ramon Borja SDB, Fr 
Andre Belo SDB, and youth min-
isters Maria Amella and Julian 
Sim, made this inauguration of-
ficial. About 20 students partici-
pated in this historic ceremony.

The nine committees of SCCS 
were also installed during this 
formal event. Apart from the for-
mal ceremony, all attendees had a 
lively Sing-Along session before 
the ceremony started, while wait-
ing for the arrival of guests and 
participants. After the ceremony 
ended, everyone enjoyed a simple 

but hearty brunch at the SEGi Col-
lege cafeteria.

A simple interview with the 
founder of SCSS, Dylen Jau, took 
place too. When asked about his 
reasons for establishing SCCS 
and his hopes for its future, Dylen, 
filled with optimism, said, “I re-
ally hope that SCCS would serve 
its prime purpose, that this be used 
by the members to be closer to God 
and, secondly, closer to one anoth-
er and to serve the community too, 
as people of good will. We must 
always do what we should based 
on our vision-mission, that is, to 
know, to love and to serve our God. 

“It’s good to remember the past, 
the time where there was no SCSS 
yet, and to see the present, the es-
tablishment of SCSS. There must 
be a difference, an improvement. 
Now we can do things officially 
and with recognition to praise and 
serve God as Catholic students. 
We must use this opportunity of 
a new phase where we have this 
society to be our medium to love 
God even more.”

In summary, establishing some-
thing requires a lot of confidence 
and motivation. Nobody knows 
what will happen in the future. 
And so it is important to persevere 

i n 
founding something noble. Fortu-
nately, in God, everything is pos-
sible as long as our reason is to 
love and serve Him.

The Bible verse that always 
inspires Dylen Jau is, “My help 
comes from the Lord, the mak-
er of heaven and earth” (Psalm 
121:2). So, let us always believe 
in God that He is helping us when 
we are doing something good. To 
serve God is our top priority in do-
ing everything. Let that be the key 
to our success.

For the new Catholic students 
of SEGi College Sarawak Year 

2 0 2 1 , 
we are so happy to invite you to 
be part of the SCSS family. In 
God’s time and by His grace, you 
will also be part of its dedicated 
servant-leaders. Be inspired and 
be inspiring.

For any inquiries, please con-
tact the SCCS president, Dylen 
Jau (011 31768511) or the SCCS 
vice president, Davidson Dell 
(017 817 1204).

May SCCS be God’s instru-
ment to bless us all and our instru-
ment to give praises to God and 
be blessings to all. — By Syalia 
Rosyita Mut, Today’s Catholic

SANDAKAN: At a time when 
people are struggling to fight the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Church 
is also trying to find ways to reach 
out to the people. This is what the 
Sandakan Diocesan Youth Aposto-
late (SDYA) is doing with the use 
of media and technology which is 
increasingly a trend in connecting 
with people now. 

The SDYA recently organised 
the 4th Catholic Campus Students 
Gathering (CCSG) programme. 
It was supposed to be in October 
2020 but due to COVID-19 it had 
to be postponed.

It was then held virtually for 
three days Dec 4-6, 2020. A total of 
50 Catholic campus students com-
prising working youths and cam-
pus student as well as Form Six 

students participated in this online 
gathering themed Arise.

They began with an opening 
Mass by Fr Dafrinn Diwol who 
is also the Spiritual Advisor for 
SDYA. In his homily, he reminded 
all to live the faith by serving their 
families and the community. Fr Da-
frinn also called on campus youths 
to rise not physically but by faith 
in God.

The first day was a reflection 
on the theme Arise, presented by 
Raynold Thomas. The formula 
for Arise was shared with the par-
ticipants that required a personal 
response to ‘rise up’ with Jesus 
Christ. They ended the day with a 
video Restore sung by Catholic stu-
dents from the Archdiocese of Kota 
Kinabalu.

On the second day, Sr Rusiah 
Garuk, fsic, focused on Relation-
ship with God. The session began 
by inviting them to get to know 
the personality of Jesus. With this 
introduction, they learned to have 
a genuine friendship with Jesus 
based on Pope Francis’ document, 
Christus Vivit. She touched on 
friendship with Jesus. Friendship 
with Jesus cannot be broken. Al-
though people repeatedly end their 
friendship, Jesus faithfully waits 
for their ‘return’ and renews the 
friendship (CV 150-157).

Many people are affected by the 

COVID-19 pandemic and unable 
to go on with their normal lives. 
Some have experienced emotional 
and mental disorders which led to 
depression.

So, on the third day, the organ-
isers touched on Mental Health. It 
was presented by Daria P Joseph K, 
a counsellor and lecturer at Sidma 
College Sabah / UNIRAZAK, Sa-
bah.

This session was very helpful for 
students to understand the situation 
and ways to cope with it. 

After every session, the Liturgy 
Team invited the youth to reflect 

and share based on the sessions pre-
sented. This helped the participants 
to delve into the sessions presented 
as well as to express their feelings 
and thoughts in a personal way.

At the end of the programme, the 
Liturgical Team led the youths for 
a discernment session. Each par-
ticipant scanned the theme for the 
first day followed by a video enti-
tled Arise. They were then asked 
to write a word or draw a picture 
that showed they had ‘risen’ and 
post it on the Sandakan Dioc-
esan Youth Facebook Page. —                            
Sandakan Dospo

Working youths and campus students gather for the 4th Catholic Campus Students Gathering.

Mental Health session by Daria P. Joseph.

Sandakan Catholic Campus
Students meets virtually

The elected leaders of SEGi Catholic Students Society.

The Journey of Establishing the SEGi 
Catholic Students Society
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18th Anniversary         
In Loving Memory of

Deeply missed                          
and fondly remembered 
by loving wife, children,                

their spouses and 
grandchildren.

Alphonso Sta Maria 
(Sunny)

Departed: 24-01-2003

NEW DELHI: Divine Word Fr Franz-
Josef Eilers, a pioneering German 
missionary who worked to develop 
media and communication systems in 
the Asian Church, died in the Philip-
pines on Jan 13. He was 89.

“We have lost a great friend, mo-
tivator, teacher and leader who spent 
most of his years as a priest in devel-
oping a strong church media,” said 
Divine Word Bishop Chacko Thottu-
marical of Indore in the central Indian 
state of Madhya Pradesh.

Bishop Thottumarickal, a former 
chairman of the Federation of Asian 
Bishops’ Conferences (FABC) Office 
of Social Communication, remem-
bered Fr Eilers as “a learned man and 
a great communicator.”

He said Fr Eilers was “a great asset 
to the Church,” considering his work 
to “set up a strong media network 

based on Catholic values across the 
globe with a special focus and care on 
Asian countries.”

Divine Word Fr Clarence Srambi-
cal, who was associated with Fr Eil-
ers since 1964, said the missionary 
was instrumental in starting many 
communication projects in Asian 
countries as well as in Europe, tap-
ping finance from German funding 
agencies.

“Fr Eilers had the distinction of 
doing the first doctorate in intercul-
tural communications and had many 
other feathers in his cap that would 
need many pages to explain,” said Fr 
Srambical.

Fr Eilers was also the founder-di-
rector of the Catholic Media Council 

(Cameco) in Aachen, Germany, and a 
member of the Pontifical Council for 
Social Communication. He led Radio 
Veritas Asia for years.

He also authored several books and 
scholarly articles and served as direc-
tor of the Asian Research Centre for 
Religion and Social Communication.

“Fr Eilers contributed richly to 
the communication ministry of the 
Church globally and in Asia in par-
ticular,” said a statement by the 
FABC.

“A great communication luminary, 
author and teacher, Fr Eilers served as 
the executive secretary of the FABC 
Office of Social Communication 
from 1995 to 2010,” said the state-
ment. — ucanews.com

German missionary pioneered 
Asian Church communications dies

Fr Franz-Josef Eilers

JAKARTA: An Indonesian priest 
has died of COVID-19, while his 
bishop and several other priests 
in the same diocese have tested 
positive for the virus, a diocesan 
official in East Java revealed on 
Jan 13.

Vincentian Fr Agustinus 
Dodik Ristanto, the parish priest 
of Christ the King Church in 
Surabaya, died on Jan 11, said 
the official from Surabaya Dio-
cese’s secretariat, who said he 

had also tested positive and 
wished to remain anonymous.

Fr Ristanto tested positive last 
week, as did Bishop Vincentius 
Sutikno Wijaksono of Surabaya, 
the official said.

Bishop Wijaksono was con-
firmed as having the coronavirus 
and was admitted to the Cath-
olic-run St Vincentius a Paulo 
Hospital on Jan 4, the official 
said.

“The bishop has been hospital-

ised for 10 days now and hope-
fully he can go back to resume 
his ministry in the near future,” 
he said.

Bishop Wijaksono, 67, is the 
third-highest-ranking church of-
ficial in Indonesia to have con-
tracted COVID-19.

The highest was Capuchin 
Archbishop Kornelius Sipayung 
of Medan in North Sumatra, who 
tested positive last July.

Apostolic administrator Arch-

bishop Anicetus Sinaga of Sibol-
ga, also in North Sumatra, tested 
positive in October and died in 
November.

Bishop Wijaksono’s health has 
gradually improved but he has 
to remain in the hospital, added 
the diocesan official, who said 
he and several other priests who 
came into contact with the bish-
op also tested positive and were 
forced to self-isolate. — By 
Konradus Epa, ucanews.com

COVID-19 kills Indonesian priest, lays bishop low

Vincentian Fr Agustinus Dodik Ristanto
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St Fabian
Fabian was a Roman layman who 

came into the city from his farm 
one day as clergy and people were 

preparing to elect a new pope. Eusebius, 
a Church historian, says a dove flew in 
and settled on the head of Fabian. This 
sign united the votes of clergy and laity, 
and he was chosen unanimously.

He led the Church for 14 years and 
died a martyr’s death during the perse-
cution of Decius in 250 A.D. St Cyprian 

wrote to his successor that Fabian was 
an “incomparable” man whose glory in 
death matched the holiness and purity 
of his life.

In the catacombs of St Callistus, the 
stone that covered Fabian’s grave may 
still be seen, broken into four pieces, 
bearing the Greek words, “Fabian, bish-
op, martyr.” St Fabian shares his liturgi-
cal feastday with St Sebastian on Janu-
ary 20. — Franciscan Media

St Vincent was Deacon of Saragossa, 
and a martyr under Diocletian in 304. 

This most renowned martyr of Spain is 
represented in the dalmatic of a deacon, 
and has as emblems a cross, a raven, a 
grate, or a fire-pile. He is honored as 
patron in Valencia, Saragossa and Portu-
gal. Very little can be confirmed about 
his life.

By order of Governor Dacian, Vincent 
and his bishop were dragged in chains to 
Valencia and kept in prison there for a 

long time. Then Valerius was banished, 
but Vincent was subjected to many cruel 
torments including the rack, the gridiron, 
and scourgings. After suffering these, he 
was again imprisoned in a cell strewn 
with shards of broken pots. He was then 
placed in a soft and luxurious bed, to 
shake his constancy, but there he ex-
pired.

After peace was restored to the Church, 
a chapel was built over Vincent’s remains 
outside the walls of Valencia. — CNA

St Vincent

On Jan 21, the Roman Catholic Church hon-
ours the virgin and martyr St. Agnes, who 

suffered death for her consecration to Christ.
The story of her martyrdom has been passed 

on with reverence since the fourth century. On 
the feastday of the young martyr – whose name 
means “lamb” in Latin – the Pope tradition-
ally blesses lambs, whose wool will be used to 
make the white pallium worn by archbishops.

Born into a wealthy family during the last 
decade of the third century, Agnes lived in 
Rome during the last major persecution of the 
early Church under the Emperor Diocletian. 
Though he was lenient toward believers for 
much of his rule, Diocletian changed course 
in 302, resolving to wipe out the Church in the 
empire.

Agnes came of age as the Church was be-
ginning to suffer under a set of new laws de-
creed by Diocletian, and his co-ruler Galerius, 
in 303. The emperor and his subordinate called 
for churches to be destroyed and their books 
burned. Subsequent orders led to the imprison-
ment and torture of clergy and laypersons, for 
the sake of compelling them to worship the em-
peror instead of Christ.

Meanwhile, Agnes had become a young 
woman of great beauty and charm, drawing 
the attention of suitors from the first ranks of 
the Roman aristocracy. But in keeping with 
the words of Christ and Saint Paul, she had al-
ready decided on a life of celibacy for the sake 
of God’s kingdom. To all interested men, she 
explained that she had already promised herself 
to a heavenly and unseen spouse.

These suitors both understood Agnes’ mean-
ing, and resented her resolution. Some of the 
men, possibly looking to change her mind, re-
ported her to the state as a believer in Christ. 
Agnes was brought before a judge who tried 
first to persuade her, and then to threaten her, 
into renouncing her choice not to marry for the 
Lord’s sake.

When the judge showed her the various pun-
ishments he could inflict – including fire, iron 
hooks, or the rack that destroyed the limbs 
by stretching – Agnes smiled and indicated 
she would suffer them willingly. But she was 
brought before a pagan altar instead, and was 
asked to make an act of worship in accordance 
with the Roman state religion.

When Agnes refused, the judge ordered that 
she should be sent to a house of prostitution, 
where the virginity she had offered to God 

would be violated. Agnes predicted that God 
would not allow this to occur, and her statement 
proved true. Legends say that the first man to 
approach her in the brothel was struck blind by 
a sudden flash of light, and others opted not to 
repeat his mistake.

But one of the men who had at first sought 
to make Agnes his own now lobbied the judge 
for her execution. In this respect, the suitor ob-
tained his desire, when the public official sen-
tenced her to die by beheading. The executioner 
gave her one last chance to spare her life, by 
renouncing her consecration to Christ – but 
Agnes refused, made a short prayer, and coura-
geously submitted to death.

St. Agnes, who died in 304, was venerated 
as a holy martyr from the fourth century on-
ward. She is mentioned in the Latin Church’s 
most traditional Eucharistic prayer, the Roman 
Canon. — CNA

St Agnes

Daily Short 
Reading

Sunday, January 17
(Ezekiel 36:25-27)
I shall pour clean water over you 
and you will be cleansed; I shall 
cleanse you of all your defilement 
and all your idols. I shall give you 
a new heart, and put a new spirit 
in you; I shall remove the heart of 
stone from your bodies and give 
you a heart of flesh instead. I shall 
put my spirit in you, and make you 
keep my laws and sincerely re-
spect my observances.

Monday, January 18
(Jeremiah 15:16)
When your words came, I de-
voured them: your word was my 
delight and the joy of my heart; for 
I was called by your name, Lord, 
God of hosts.

Tuesday, January 19
(1 Thessalonians 5:4-5)
It is not as if you live in the dark, 
my brothers, for that Day to over-
take you like a thief. No, you are all 
sons of light and sons of the day: 
we do not belong to the night or to 
darkness.

Wednesday, January 20
(Romans 8:35,37)
Nothing can come between us 
and the love of Christ, even if we 
are troubled or worried, or be-
ing persecuted, or lacking food 
or clothes, or being threatened or 
even attacked. These are the trials 
through which we triumph, by the 
power of him who loved us.                                                                 

Thursday, January 21
(2 Corinthians 1:3-5)
Blessed be the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, a gentle 
Father and the God of all consola-
tion, who comforts us in all our sor-
rows, so that we can offer others, 
in their sorrows, the consolation 
that we have received from God 
ourselves. Indeed, as the suffer-
ings of Christ overflow to us, so, 
through Christ, does our consola-
tion overflow.

Friday, January 22
(Ephesians 2: 13-16)
Now, in union with Christ Jesus, 
you who used to be far away have 
been brought near by the death 
of Christ. For Christ himself has 
brought us peace, by making the 
Jews and Gentiles one people. 
With his own body he broke down 
the wall that separated them and 
kept them enemies. He abolished 
the Jewish Law, with its command-
ments and rules, in order to cre-
ate out of the two races one new 
people in union with himself, in this 
way making peace. By his death 
on the cross Christ destroyed the 
enmity; by means of the cross he 
united both races into one body 
and brought them back to God.

Saturday, January 23
(Romans 12: 14-16a)
Bless those who persecute you; 
bless and do not curse them. Re-
joice with those who rejoice, weep 
with those who weep. Live in har-
mony with one another; do not be 
haughty, but associate with the 
lowly.

Sebastian was the son of a wealthy Ro-
man family. He was educated in Mi-

lan and became an officer of the imperial 
Roman army, and Captain of the Guard. 
He was a favourite of Emperor Diocle-
tian. During Diocletian’s persecution of 
the Christians, Sebastian visited them 
in prison, bringing both supplies and 
comfort. He is reported to have healed 
the wife of a fellow soldier by making 
the sign of the cross over her. During his 
time in the army he converted many sol-
diers and a governor.

Charged as a Christian in 288 in Rome, 
Sebastian was tied to a tree, shot with ar-
rows, and left for dead. However, he sur-
vived, recovered, and returned to preach 
to Diocletian, where the emperor then 
had him beaten to death. — CNA

St Sebastian
Patron Saint of: Athletes
Feastday: January 20

Patron Saint of:
 Girls   Girl Scouts

Feastday: January 21
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Evangelisation:  Human Fraternity
May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship 

with our brothers and sisters of other religions, 
praying for one another, open to all.

Download the Click To Pray updates now.

Holy See Nuncio to Malaysia 
arrives on January 21, 2021

KUALA LUMPUR: Archbishop 
Wojciech Zaluski, the Apostolic 
Nuncio for Malaysia and East Ti-
mor and Apostolic Delegate to 
Brunei Darussalam, will arrive 
in Kuala Lumpur on Thursday,          
Jan 21. 

He will be met at the airport by 
Archbishop Julian Leow, Msgr 
Marco Sprizzi, Chargé d’affaires 
and Mr Charles Bertille, Executive 
Secretary of the Catholic Bishops’ 
Conference of Malaysia, Singapore 
and Brunei (CBCMSB).

Once he has been tested for 
COVID-19, he will be undergoing 
his home quarantine at the Apos-
tolic Nunciature.

Afrter undergoing his quaran-
tine, Archbishop Zaluski will meet 
with Datuk Wan Zaidi Bin Wan 
Abdullah, the Chief of Protocol, 
sometime in February.

At a later date, he will present his 
Letter of Credence as the Apostolic 
Nuncio of the Holy See to the His 
Majesty DYMM The Yang Di-
Pertuan Agong Al-Sultan Abdullah 
Ri’ayatuddin Al-Mustafa Billah 
Shah. 

Archbishop Zaluski will also 
present his credentials to the CB-
CMSB.

Pope Francis appointed Arch-
bishop Zaluski as the Apostolic 
Nuncio for Malaysia and East Ti-

mor and Apostolic Delegate to 
Brunei Darussalam on Sept 28.

Archbishop Wojciech Zaluski 
will be the second person to head 
the Apostolic Nunciature in Malay-
sia.

The first Apostolic Nuncio to 
Malaysia, Archbishop Joseph Ma-
rino, arrived in Malaysia in 2013 
and ended his tenure last year when 
he was appointed president of the 
Pontifical Ecclesiastical Academy 
in Rome, which is where the Holy 
See’s diplomats are trained.

The Apostolic Nunciature is the 
diplomatic mission of the Holy See 
to Malaysia, and is equivalent to an 
embassy.

Wojciech Zaluski was born on 
April 5, 1960, in Zaluski-Lipnie-

wo, in the centre east of Poland.
On June 1, 1985, he was ordained 

a priest for the Diocese of Lomza.
On July 1 he joined the diplo-

matic service of the Holy See after 
attending the Pontifical Ecclesiasti-
cal Academy in Rome graduating 
with a Diploma in Diplomatic Sci-
ence and a Doctorate in Canon Law

He has served successfully in the 
Apostolic Nunciatures of Burundi, 
Malta, Albania, Zambia, Sri Lanka, 
Georgia, Ukraine, the Philippines, 
and Guatemala.

The 60-year old Archbishop is 
fluent in Polish, English, French, 
Spanish, Italian and Russian. — 
Agencies

VATICAN: Pope Francis’s new 
encyclical, Fratelli Tutti, speaks 
directly to the “joys and the hopes, 
the griefs and the anxieties” of 
migrants, refugees, and indeed all 
displaced and marginalised peo-
ple.”

This is how Cardinal Michael 
Czerny, Under-Secretary of the 
Migrants and Refugees Section 
of the Vatican’s Dicastery for Pro-
moting Integral Human Develop-
ment, opens his contribution to a 
blog run by the International Cath-
olic Migration Commission, enti-
tled “Fratelli Tutti and the plight 
of the displaced”.
Treatment of migrants
Cardinal Czerny writes that at the 
heart of the encyclical lies the call 
for “greater fraternity and social 
friendship between all peoples and 
nations.”

He explains that the Holy Father 
is asking for “fraternal openness 
that allows us to acknowledge, 
appreciate and love each person, 
regardless of physical proxim-
ity, regardless of where he or she 
was born or lives.” This, continues 
Cardinal Czerny, has “clear impli-
cations” for how we treat asylum-
seekers, refugees, the internally 
displaced and vulnerable migrants.

According to Cardinal Czerny, 
it all starts with the recognition 
of the “right not to emigrate, that 
is, to remain in one’s homeland.” 
This is because every person has 
the right to a dignified life in their 
own home and native land. This, 
he says, “entails the whole world’s 
responsibility to assist poorer 
homelands to flourish.”

Fratelli Tutti shows path for 
proper treatment of migrants

Archbishop Wojciech Zaluski

ROME: For a variety of reasons, 
“especially in relation to the politi-
cal situation” in the United States, 
the Legionaries of Christ university 
in Rome will now not honour Fr 
Frank Pavone, national director of 
Priests for Life, said the head of the 
university’s bioethics faculty.

The bioethics department of the 
Pontifical Athenaeum Regina Apos-
tolorum had announced Jan 7 on the 
university’s website that it would 
give Pavone its “A Life for Life” 
Award and that a Switzerland-based 
association would provide a mone-
tary prize “to recognise and support 
Fr Pavone’s mission.”

Less than a week later, the univer-
sity’s academic vice rector issued a 
statement saying, “Taking into ac-
count elements that were not con-
sidered at the time of the original 
decision, the Faculty of Bioethics 
will forego the awarding of the prize 
to Fr Frank Pavone.”

“We are very sorry for the mis-
understandings and objections this 
situation caused,” said the statement 
signed by Legionaries of Christ Fr 
David Koonce.

Asked what the additional “ele-
ments” were, Legionaries of Christ 
Fr Gonzalo Miranda, dean of the 
bioethics faculty, said “It was a sum 
of factors, especially in relation to 
the political situation, but also ec-
clesial.”

Pavone, a staunch supporter of 
US President Donald Trump, had 
been in the news for his political 
rhetoric and for his continuing ten-
sions with his bishop.

The initial plan was for Pavone, 
a priest of the Diocese of Amarillo, 
Texas, to receive the award Jan 25 

during an online event.
When it announced the award, the 

university said it would recognize 
the priest’s “decades of service in 
the promotion of a culture of life,” 
and his role as founder and director 
of Priests for Life. “In addition,” the 
original announcement said, “it will 
recognize his activism in speaking 
in defence of the unborn.”

But in addition to his role at 
Priests for Life and with the Rachel’s 
Vineyard programme of retreats for 
women who regret having had an 
abortion, Pavone has engaged in 
very public, very controversial elec-
tion support for President Trump.

Miranda said that members of the 
faculty considered possible objec-
tions to honouring Pavone, includ-
ing the “political questions where 
people can have different opinions, 
but that is not what we are reward-
ing.”

The faculty initially had decided 
to move ahead because “the award 
honours a person who has dedicated 
his life to defending the sacred-
ness of human life,” he said. — By              
Cindy Wooden, CNS

Rome university reverses decision 
to honour controversial Fr Pavone

Respecting human rights
Poverty and hunger “remain ram-
pant,” continues Cardinal Czerny, 
and at the same time, our common 
home is crying out from the pain we 
inflict on the environment.

“As Fratelli Tutti notes, the dis-
placed are often fleeing war, persecu-
tion, and natural catastrophes—often 
connected to environmental and so-
cial disasters,” he says. 

Due to these disasters, “we are 
obliged to respect the right of all in-
dividuals to find a place that meets 
their basic needs and those of their 
families, and where they can find per-
sonal fulfilment.” And the appropri-
ate moral response to all those forced 
to flee can be summed up in four ac-
tive verbs: “to welcome, to protect, to 
promote, and to integrate.”
‘Reciprocal gifts’
Cardinal Czerny goes on to say that 
Pope Francis teaches that an en-
counter between different cultures 
brought about by migration can lead 
to mutual enrichment — “reciprocal 
gifts,” as he puts it. 

“As concrete examples, he men-
tions the cultural enrichment brought 
about by Latino migration to the 
United States and by Italian migra-
tion to his homeland of Argentina.”

Finally, Cardinal Czerny warns 
that “this is our future and must be 
shared with those in need, including 
migrants and refugees. Let us take up 
the call of Pope Francis for a more 
just, more human, and more frater-
nal world based on love and mutual 
enrichment rather than suspicion and 
indifference.”

He concludes his blog post with 
one of the two prayers which close 
Fratelli tutti:

May our hearts be open
to all the peoples and nations                        

of the earth.
May we recognize the                                 
goodness and beauty

that you have sown in each of us,
and thus forge bonds of unity,                      

common projects,
and shared dreams. Amen. 

— By Francesca Merlo, Vatican 
News

A migrant tries to keep warm at the Lipa camp in Bihac, Boznia and 
Herzegovina, January 1, 2021  (ANSA)

Fr Frank Pavone




